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mania.  Their good deeds are legion and it iz no untruth
to state that no one in the service, from the humblest bay
w the mightiest Admiral, is unfamiline with them.

The family possesses an amazing intelligence system
of its own.  The arrivals and departores of all HA. ships
aré known by them for wecks beforehand and no marner
which, part of the globe ships choose to visit (except the
islands.—Ed.)—" Harry will find 2 way."

APPENDIX.

Appendix  to  Chapter 'V, being some  metrical
impressions and expressions of things referred o in the
carly part of the chapter. Printed with permission and
for private circulation only (vou bet!!)

THE BARON,

It was the Craiser * Owraox "
That satled the Southern Seéa,

The lads expected the Baron there
To keep them company.

Big is his heart hke a big balloon,
His pockets a bottomless. pit,

And he pives away with a lavish hand
To the tads who think he’s © Ir"

But up spake one old sailor
Who'd been this way before—
"1 pray you list to the wale 1 tell,

The Baron ain’t no more.

The last ship here, they collared him
With their fingers round his neck,
And they bit and kicked his life away
Till the Baron fell on ' deck.”
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He ended up hiz story
And =at down with & sigh,
But the tale it was so old and aged
That oo one did a cry.
The ship zailed in St Petersburg
One bright wrd sunny day
And the boys looked forward 1o seeing him
And the Baron camé to stay. -

We went o all the dances,
We sure did have * hip eatz,”

And the people made us welcome
And the movies gave free seats.

But the lads they stung him badly,
And got a strangle hold

They did the same as the ships before
And left the old man cold,

EPITAPH.

ek up thie body and wheel it away,
Bury it deeply and there let it stay.
Tall the bell slowly and sing 3 sad lay
The poor old Baron has faded away,
Me did his work: gladly aond with a good heart,
We'll sure miss him badly just like a sweetheart,
But his motto is " Dichard,” mavhe he's not done
But just playing possum until we are all gone.

RAOMFT.

THE BURIAL OF THE BARON.

We buried him sadly on Monday nighe,

The ground with our tears we were wetting,
Amid the flickering neon lights

We drank 0 his memory, regretting,




CHAPTER V1.
BERMUDA AGAIN,

E "exercised ™ on our way to Bermuda by
casy (!} stages and securcd  alongside the
now oo familiar wall at 0830 on March
28th, " Starboard side to as wsoal 7 barked
those with cabins on that side, and relipsed

into an injured cursing of their fate, while the others just
enjoyed  the ' joke  We fomd " Ajax," fresh from
England  for a new  commission, already there—in
quarantine.  Measles or the palsy was their lot. This
was guite annoving for s oo, because we wanted to
meet her. Bot we had o wait.

Returning to Bermuda, was now rather like coming
home, We had got so uzed to it, and 3t was a welcome
change after the hectic life of a criise—and such a rest.
Hammocks were now slung at quite a reasonable hour and
wire left next day with perhaps a licde less reluctance—
it that iz possible:

Our new  Chief ™ beégan by doing vs a Kindness,
and arranging for us to stav alongside for a while. There
waz something wrong with the ship’s * works,” —what
it was, we don't know—hut then a layman isne expected
to wnderstand  these things, OFf course some one  had
to dtart o buzz™ that this would mean poing home. to
Englansd, and dates of our arrival in Guz were even  piven
with absolute deéfinitencss, and paradoxically. enough, the
fagship  huee started  again and  ran  simudtancouasly,

O April Bth, " Agax ™ free at last from the " plague
came alongside and was berthed on us bow to bow.  But
she wasn't quite as free as she thought.  Another case-—
this time of mumps—appeared onboard and she onee
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ngain became 2 pest ship.  There was a cry of ** unclean,
anclean,” and with that she slipped from our side and
slithered out to anchor until after Faster in Grassy Bay—
friendless and alone.

This being the only time of the vear when the whole
Fleet is in company it is naturally the time when most
Fleet Athletic meetings and  competitions  take  place,

as well as the Regatta.  OF that we have already spoken

in- another place, but some of these other events stand out
in ot memory,  One of them is the oveasion when our
Rugger XV beat 8. XV made up of members of both Yale
and Princetown Uiniversities, and beat them 63, Another
is the never-to-he-forgotten occasion when our XV bear
“Aroiio " (the holdeis) by nine points to five, in the
fimal of the Nicholl shield and hrought the trophy
trivmphantly back to the ship,  That was a great day,
CArOLLO. T had been so sure that they were poing to win,
but they had hegun to get that ** payving off ' feeling, for
they had legs thas a:omonth wogo,  We must glse mention
the Fleet Boxing Championships which were fought
in the sail loft (otherwise known as the Dockyard Cinema)
during the week beginning May %th. The * York "
carried the day, but we came a very good second with
great hopes of the future. The ship produced many
surprises in the way of boxers and it was quite a treat
to watch them. The Fleet Marathon had taken place on
the last day of the previous month and despite our heroic
efforts. over 4 3 mile course  Apoieo " got there first,
and we were third,  However, it was comforting to know
that " Ajax™” and " Exerer " were behind us.  But the
Fleet Race was not nearly such fun as our own inler-part
Road Race which preceded it and the Topmen for once
succeeded in being the top-men (joke).

On April 13th, the hands went to evening quarters
at the wsual time and then proceeded to double round
the dockyard 2z part of the Commander's * fitness ™
campaign. O the following day " Aporee ™ berthied
alongside to try to restrain us a little snd 0 her company
Good Friday and Faster passed off satisfactorily.  On
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the 18th HAMCS,  Vesreee™ arrived again and  we
were: able to renew many acquaintances we had made
m o January—although on this. occsion she - anchored off
Hamilton, which cramped our sevle a linde,

But o return €0 mire serious lh.'il'lga.. Ot Munday,
April Z5th, after nearly a month alongside. we went to
sea for exercises with * Yorg." “ Exmem " and “ Ajax,”
doing their annual refits, laughed. One small diversion
oceurred 1o break the routine when we were oridersd o
search for a mm_ﬂ boat contammg a fishing party. We
diet not find them it eventually they appeared, none the
waorse for their experience, 1o tell how they had caught
miiTe *h.:‘lrl T]‘It.'} had bargalirl__l:d for aur.l vad been t_l'l‘“'i.':(l.
by i whale vut of their conrse.  Eventoally they eut frep
and came into Bermiude from the opposite direction 1o
which they had gone smd in which they had been last
L.

Bpeaking of fshing partics, of course, brings vo mind
almost immediately visions of the Pavmaster Commiander,
the Burgeon Lieutenant Commander, Messrs.  Broken-
shire, Haley, Hamilton, Mortom J. Brown and others—
many others.  But ina world which at one sge of the
comimission came perilously pear to developing what the
vidlgar terme fshing ™ s, those names stamd well 19
the forg. To them ™ Five Fathom Haole " was heaven,
and o barracuds one of the angels thereof. And they
are stll wnrepentant, and never does an opportimity
present itsell but that these, our piscatorial giants, will
tihe advantage of it But those were great days m ' Five
Fathom Hole ™ and the fishes. were 3o good about it !

We oy say: thar ' Aporeo " and * Omiox ™ ad
hecomue ceal " chummy " ships and now av last, and with
very peal regret, wé were to come to the parting of the
wiys, " Aroreo’s" personnel had changed considerably
when alie totumed o England in November, but we
had still many grear friends on board  Apd now, her
time had come, she had done her commission and was
due to po home to pay off. Our regret at sceing that
“ paying off 7 penmant go up on the Sunday momning wis
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not unmixed with envy—but it was not our turn yet by
a long way, And her departure too, marked a stage in
the history of our commission, in that, at the same time,
our family was to be broken into. One had always
thought {in one's ignorance Pn:rhu.pﬁj that on a foreign
station, far from home, ships' companics remained more
or less intact for the duration. Whether one was wrong
about that does not matter, hut the rapid expansion of
the Service made such a state of affairs unpractical now,
and we had to part with a certain number of our trained
men and receive new recruits in exchange: We had
already lost Master-at-Arms Ryder who had been invalided
home in Januaiy, and Able Seaman Terrence Janion
{now Enb. Lieutenant) had also gone to pursue his career
elsewhere.  One or two others in addition had also faded
from our midet. But on Sunday, May Ist, & draft of
17 Seamen, 4 Signalmen, 12 Stokers, 3 E.R.A’s and 1 Cook
went to " Aporie "' as part of the homeward movement,
and we received back from her | Séaman, 2 Seaman boys,
2 Boy Sigs, 3 Boy Tels, 1 Ord. Tel, 3 Stokers, 3 E.R.A's
and 1 Leading Cook,

We went to =zca next d:a.].r fi:r q,::n,'.rr.:i-_-u;}:. arul in t1'|1.r
evening we had our last Jook at “ ApoLLo ™ as she sped
by in the fading light with that pennant streaming behind
het—it seemed a mile. Again we cheered her and we
meant it. . Next morning we put into Grassy Bay to
continue the shifting of personnel. This time we were
o receive and not give. The " Owrmita” brought us
our new " Jaunty," M.AAL Paul, and the R.P.O., whe had
borne the burden and heat of the day for four months,
breathed again. At the same time there joined 1 S.P.0,,
1 Leading Tel, 2 AB's, 2 Ord. Sige,, 23 Ord. Seamen
and 24 Btokers 2nd Class. To show them that we meant
business and that this wasa't a pleasure cruise we straight-
way put to sea and did a full calibre shoot—which, of
course, they enjoyed. Next day our changes fimshed when
we discharged to the * Oropesa ™ 1 Leading Seaman, 1
Leading Tel, 6 A.B's, 7 Stokers 1st Class, | Stoker 2nd
Llass and 1 Tel—the remainder of our homeward draft
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At the end of that week we returned to the Dockyard
and, on the Saturday, " Ajax,"” cleansed at last, rook up
her berth alongside us.

A somewhat startling entry appears in the log for
Monday, May Yth. Tt is us follows 0600 Hoisted out
Copper Bunt ; oiling gear placed on jetty.”  Well, Dicky,
we live and learn, but we would never have believed that
you would get as " oiled ™ as all that—and onboard too ! !
We'll have to watch that Torpedo Office in Future,
* Blackers ™ 1 suppose 7

Wie had now less than'a month 1o go before we began
our next cruise. Bumour had been stermmed at last by
the publicasion of the facts. It was to be Montreal—
oh boy!| " Are we roing to meet the Baron there 3"
“You bet we are!"

But we must not anticipate things too quickly, We
had to beat Retreat first, and this was done by the mazsed
bands of the Fleet on Moresby Plain on May 18th, at
6,30 pip amma.  They did it again on Saltus Grammar
School playing field two daye later, At rhe former the
Commander-in-Chief and all the  Navy was present ;
at the latter the Governor, the C=in-C, all Hamilton and
quiti- a lot of the Navy,

Then we met rhe German Training Ship ** Homst
WesseL " and made guite a number of friends: We were
quite sorry when she left. As to work, we did some
“oiling av sea "™ trials with our old friend the ** OranGe-
rear," quite s new departure.  The * Bootnecks " had
their turn, too, on June 3rd, when they were inspected
by the F.RM.OL and acquitted themselves well,  There
were to be one or two changes more. On May 27th,
Paymunter Cadet R J. Bell Finlay joined os from * Exeren ™
where he b taken sanctuary while we were at sea. O
June ih, the “Ororesa™ brought us Midshipmen
A AL Catlow, R B Whalley and ], C. Luke. The next
day Midshipmen 1. Td Brougham, D. E. Barton and
M. E. P. Ratcliffe, almost Acting Sub. Lieuts., left us
and then we slipped to sail for St John's, Newfoundland.
Where we ready to go?  Not much !
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CHAPTER VIl
SUMMER CRUISE, 1938.

= ILLIAM Alexander  Keith Nuapier  Cavaye,
e/ Licutenant  Commander, Roval Nawy,
gnashed his teeth,  From the depths of the

Wardroom's most comfortable armehair he

anarled ** T always said youw were 8 blakted

!uj,ahl Priest. 'Thank God we don't have PArsnmns I

“tiabes ',

Elsewhere in the ship, vain superstition was rearing
its bgly head.

“There's. & Jonah an board.” " This is & Jons
ghip." **Who's ‘the Jinx?! *Ttis that Parson again
Never did know a ship that was any good that carried
a Chaplain® " 'There’s a curse on her, This is the
seeomd time and  these things always mun in threes™
"“She was christened with cider, wasn't she 7 What
o you expect 3 " Jeep!!  Jeep!™  These and
many other cxpressions of a sunilar nature, but quite
unprintable, rent the air

And what was the reason for ol this twmolt? The
wipther wis quite calm—in fact the sun was shining and
beat down in luscious rays on o an asure sea beneath,
Everything  seemed | peacefol.  Added to which it was
i Bant's Day, but you would acver have thoughit fju

Somecne  hod | stramed  the  cranss whilst | doing
mdimtimanee  trials—that was the trouble—and it was
canential to oot back lo Bermuds for repairs, Tt lonked
as il the crdise wis ruaned at the start, and we félt oo
full for words, 1t swonbd take at least a fortmight and that
meant nissing Montreal, " ¥ou bet they don't  eut
out any. of our time down in the Tslonds!
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But it wasn't too bad after all. Montreal was
promised to us and the Dockvard worked overtime and
all might on the job so that we were ready for sea again
in six days. Two smaller places, Hawke Bay and Corner-
brook, were cut out of the cruise and we didn't mind ve
much about that. So on June 16th, once more we sailed,
still leaving the rest of the Fleet in Bermuda,

We also left behind the “ Duke of Somerset,'" as
Paymaster Licutemant Mowll soon eame o he called,
wrestling with the affairs ar * Malabar,” but his place
was well and ably filled by Squoadron  Leader Coaker,
RAFE. “8lm " was to be with us untl we left Montreal
and he was a very refreshing addition to the life of the
ship.

Our programme was altered slightly, we were now
to g0 to Montreal first and 85t John's, Newfoundland,
was to wait until @ week or 80 later. The weathes was
fine and warm, our spirits were high and everything in
the garden was lovely,  But although our spirits remained
very high (and how could they be otherwize with Montreal
andl " Gens "' almost within our grasp 2} the weather was
soon to become bleak and cold. By Saturday afternoon
we were in the fog and " blues," and for the first time since
the immortal trip from Chatham to Devonport, we were
enlivened hy the joyful note of the siren.. On Sunday
cvening as we began to round into the 5t Lawrence Channel,
we almost froze and leapt with alacrity into our top coats.
Mevertheless it was a welvome chanpe from the climate
to which we had become so gecustomed and was almose
English.

The River St. Lawrence amazed ug by virtue hoth of ity
size and of its beauty. 1t is from source to mouth over 700
miles in length, and atthe mouthisover75acroes.  Naturally
we did not travel its full length, but Quebec was not reached
until 2 pim, on the Tuesday, which will give perhaps
a better idea of the distance covered than mere figures,
Apart from its vastness, the landscape reminded us very
much of home. It was marvellous to see really green
fields again, and churches with spires popping up a

-
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intervals, The country on the north side of the river
is of course, almost entirely French both in language and
in the way it is developed, but we were not close enough
to notice that. It 'was difficult to realise that this vast and
swift-flowing river 5 ice-bound for so many months of
the year, and that Quebee and Montreal and all the smaller
towns in the bagin are quite cut off from any approach
by water,

By the time we arrived ar Quebec, the weather had
changed, and we found it necessary 1o go into whites again.
We must remember that not only had we been going inland
all the timé but had also been doing so in a very promounced
southwesterly direotion.  Having passed the Monumorency
Falls and anchored at Cuebec, we looked round. It was
a city of which we had all heard 20 many times at school
at least, and which we associated particularly with the
names of Wolfe and Montealm,  And so, not unnaturally,
we looked first for the * Heights of Abraham.” * Are
those the ‘Heights of Abraham'?" many of us gasped
in disappointment, deciding that either our history books
had lied or that we were suffering from an optical tllusion.
Actually something much higher had been suggested to
our youthful minds— but still, they were fairly high up,
llllhllllH]l we peverted afterwards to ca![ing the spot |'t:,' its
other titde of “ The Plans of Abraham."” As no leave
was given (except to the Captain’s Secretary who, of course,
had to go for 4 run ashore) we were able to spend a harm-
less evening imagining Wolfe scrambling up the "' poat
path ™ or wondering exactly what wad inside the Chateau
Frontenac—while the Canadians among us rubbed their
hameds in anticipation of leave,

Mex !rlui‘nillg at the glmstl}' hour of 455 we shortened
in 1 two shackles and five minutes later weighed the port
anchor and moved towards the land of our dreams. By
HHD it people were up and able to take in the points
of interest as we went along. Apart from  the cows,
peacefully, and quite calmly, chewing the cud instead
of standing smartly to attention as we passed, the first of
these was Three Rivers, which i3 the name of a town
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and large industrial centre.  Here many of our number,
certginiy those who had not been with us- o Panama City,
Fla., had their first glimpse and smell of a pulp mill. This
was a point of interest which foreed itself upon us.  Almnst
simultaneously, we were the victims of an optical illusion—
4 real one this time. A low slung span of High Tension
cables across the river barred our path—or so we thought.
We literally held our breath and waited for the forcmas:
to hit. ' Were they blind on the bridge '" Bur speed
was ot reduced, aml we did mot make u hit— we cleared
the " barrier™ with ease and vards to - spare,

The same evening ot 1640 we berthed alongside
Laurier Pier (Starpoarn Sioe 10), a historic spot hallowed
¢ the shades of 1 NorForg,” “Aroneo U oand Y Yorg,"
whao had berthed there in days pone by, Towag Wednesday,
June 22nd, 1938,

From our berth we gazed i dumb smazement . at
the hindscape—a  Iaige erain  elevator—and  for  the
remainder of our stay, were the victines of a pood deal of
chaff. " 8o this is Montveal ! "Iz this what welve
come to. see?" “Was thiz the larpest city in the
Dominion 2 Roll on my twelve,”  But they were
wrong again, We were four miles from the céntre of
things, but ten cents, a street car, and a chat with the
conductor thercof, who always spoke French when we
spoke English, and English when we tricd to speak French,
soon oltered that, The ship empuied very guickly thar
evening, and Yeoman Brown—and  others—snooped of
on the 2345 train towards Toronto, not to be seen again
for a week.

What can we say of Montreal 2 The  writer, of
“Norrork's " hstory describes itas ' a lurge and frivolous
city, scattered with sight clubs, cabarets and theatres™
" AToLLe’s " author, having read " Norrorg's'' history,
savs exactly the same thing, the plagiarist ! | Our ™ Yors "
friend also obviously had the book in his possession, hut
trics to pretend he hmen't. We, oo, will be original,
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Mlomtreal 15 @ large and frivolous ciy, scattered with
night clubs, cabarets and theatres, People smile there,
which is more than they do in Quebee—the people there
must still be greving over poor old Montcalm.  These
night clubs; cabarets and thestres are open all night, which
meant that most of the ship’s company did not sleep for
the whaole eight days we were there, and towards the cid
if the stay they had visited so many, and got the times
of the fluor shows caloulaterd so perfectly, that it was
possible to go from one to another and see at least five in
are ' orun aghire”

It was here thar we estahlished @ recortd from which
wee have never looked back. Lo three davs we consamed
more beer than any other ship had done in the course
of her visit, . " Oh mithers, iF you could have seen vour

soms. then 1"

Meanwhile, the Boys went to Camp, which was the
best place for them.  Most other people, being on forry-
vight hours General Leave, amused themselves an their
own way and on their return Laurier Pier bore a striking.
resemblance to Sidi-hel-Ablws on an “off ™ day. The
Captain spent some of his time flying to Ottawa—on
husiness. A beer  borrel trophy  (empty) marks  the
Officers” prowess at Goll,  Much sailing was done, and
tEn mem{:crs of the ship's company contributed,  with
very little persuasion, to the teveoue of the Canadian
Government.  Also worthy of mention—the Torpedomen's
cat_gave birth to kittens for the " n "th time of asking.

Almost at the end of our visit Captain " Micky "
Rogers, RAL, of HM.5, * Arorto™ came from England
to be married to 4 lady whom he had met the previous
year (so far, we have no * casualties " m Montreal) and
was well and truly dealt with by the Officers, who attended
the wedding in full foree. “ Slim™ looked really
marvellous in the full-dress uniform of a Squadron Leader,
RAE., and " Jerrv" made an excellent best man.
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But we had o leave ac fast, and withour ' Slim,"
whin had gone w Hollywood, Our stuy had passed  all =
ton quickiy, the hospitality had been: overwhebming, and
we were prateful. . We tried 1o show our gratitude in
nme small measure by giving 4 dance on board and almost
s the strains of the last dance died away we sorrawfully
slipped fronn the pier -

Y Gioodsbye, Moptreal ! Good-hyve *° Paradise Gnll “
" Chat d'Or " and " Top Hat,”  Farewell ™ Silver Moon,”
" Shanghai Grill " and Molson's  Brewéry, You will,
mome of you, be forgotten.

Meanwhile, we ook with ws  three RONV.RE
Seamen to remind us of Canada—temporarily,

Puing our stay in Montreal, some, but not many,
ol ug had the sood fortune to visit Niggare Falls, and found
that it was indeed *a preat and mighty wonder.” No
less @ wonder is the faet that man has been able 1o harness
these falls as a3 power foree, and as evidence of this stands
the  enormous gcnrraling station of the Ontano I;:.':trn;n-
Electric Commission.  The suthor wvisited the spot in
company with his Aont * Mabel"' and  this - statement
should now damn for ever the scurrilous rumours which
uppear to have circulated in the Ward Room as to the
regson tor s absence from the sh"tp, Before we leave
Niagara and district—and we think we ought to, dince
it was the port of call of little more than half & dozen of
ns—it may be of interest to some 10 know that it was Dot |
there than it was subsequently i Jamaes, "That probably
takes a bitof believing but it is none the less fiue |

As owe mwoved back again down the mver towards
(Ouchees we }Hauu_aud the same scenes and lapdmarks, and
the same milch cows graging in the ficlds who, this time,
poticed us to the extent of leisurely turning bored glances
in our ditection.. " Poor muts " they thought as they
contemplated ws. " Whar do they think they're doing 2™ r
{and perhaps simultanecusly the same question, though
very differently expressed, was welling in' the hearts of -
many on board) and then without further mental offort
they continued. placidly 1o -chew the cud.

AA

[ et B

e Rivew:

FRLEM

L L H TS

Pliein 'I"."'l




b3 Y Gude Frening.”

At length we approached one of the sights of the
river, which only a few of us saw on the way up to Montreal
because of the carliness: of the hour at which we passed
it then: We had heéard of Quebec Bridge but we had
pot seen it Now we were to do so and 1o be treated
to an oprical ilusion which put even that provided by
the High Tension cables in the shade. It seemed quite
impossible for us to pass umder witheut carrying our
toproasts sway-—yet, even as we held our hreath, we passed
under with plenty of reom to spare.

At 1712 on Wednesday, the twenty-ninth, we secured
mlongside the north end of Empress Wharf, in Wolfe's Cove,
Panrt SinE 1o, and [peked out on te a gathering of gapin
natives:  We had some fun getting alongside and parte
a grass during operations, but otherwise we clewed up in
due time.

We had illﬂ.:ﬂ_d:,' Huz-t,'d LH Queh:c from withqut, W
we were to sample- it from withine, As o result many
of us for the first tme realized the utter truth of those
words about distance lending enchantment to the view.
Naturally these were the people without souls, who have
no appreciation for the beaifal {unless it is animate)
and whose historical sense 15 numb.

Cuebec iz mdeed " a ety set on-an hill " and from
the river appedars to be entirely dominated by the Chateau
Frontenac. This building is architecturally of a distinctly
French flavour and, while being no sky-scraper, succecds
in dwarfing all other buldings completely, But when
we pot ashore we found that there was more of the city
than just the Chateau. We arnived the week afier the
Camadian  International Eucharistic Congress which: had
kept the Roman Catholics of Canada in high festa for a
week:  Most of the decorations were still wup, but
regrettably they were of such a type @5 not 1o add to the
beauties ‘of the citv. We found a city predominantly
French o every respect from the eobbled strects to the
common language:  Far from being in the city from which
Canada took its birth it seemed that we were on the continent
of Europe. Beyond the usual outstanding evidence such
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as the flags on the citadel and elsewhere, the comage and
so on, it was difficult 1o realise that we were on Britsh
territory at all.  But that is so with all this part of Canada
which was once under the rule of France. Although
it is part of Canada and the British Empire, it has retained
all its old French characteristics and is stll governed
according to the old Napoleonic Law.  But while French
is still their Mother tongue most people are hilingual, and
they are not nearly so French in outlook a5 many would
have us imagine.

The older parts of the city are intensely interesting,
and among Churches, the Anglican Cathedral, the Roman
Basilica and the churches of 8. Amie de Beaupré and
5. Matthew are outstanding. The Citadel has more
living space below ground than above. Among the many
convents and monasteries there is one convent which has
a farge " Letter Box " in its walls; not for mails, but to
admit the unwanted babies of mispuided girls, A basket
inside the flap receives the children and no questions are
asked.  And of course, we must not forget the Plains of
Abraham—the battlefield on which' the fate of Canada
wae Hoally decided.  Many relics of this battle in the
form of cannon, cannon balls, ete., still serve as a reminder
of this historic event, and the goat path by which General
Wolfe: made his sscenton to the Plains 1s always full of
historic interest,  [f owe did not visit the Museum  we
saw  Wolfe's Statue which occasionally, though . rarely
mow, s tarred and feathered by those who still ‘hear
Montealm in honoured memory.

Among many distinguished visitors during our short
sty there are o be numbered the Venerable Avchdeacon
I, €2, Beon, whi was the Semior Chaplaic to the Canadian
Forces during the Great War and who ' is greatly loved
thrsghout the whole of Canada by the older generation ;
(his Book, " “The Great War as | saw it," and his poems
fave deeply interested some of us), and His Eminence
Cardinal - Villeneuve, the head of the Roman Catholic
Church o Canadu,




70 “ Cude Foenmg”

But, despite its beauty and it historic interest, for
the majority of us Quebec was not a success,  There ‘was,
of course, the lapgoage difficalty ; there was also s lack
of hospitality 3 and these, added to the fact that the memory
and the lure of Montreal still remained—and proved too
strong for many judging by the number of cars containing
zailors which were seen making in a westerly direction—
tended rather to depress us.

But there is at least one for whom Quebee will always
hold happy memories and he i Commander Brooke, wha
was disturbed in the middle of a lunch at the Garrison
Club on July 150, to be told of his promotion.  For him
Dominion Day, 1938, was a very pleasant one;

On Satrday  morning - we  left, and  as  someone
remarked at the time  If we don't come herc again, it
wiall be too seon.”' Our journey down the river was without
intident except for the fog from which we now began to
feel we were quite inscparable. A liner leaving Quebee
for England on the previous day ran aground in the river,
hut we did not see her and her pame s forgotten.  To
the accompaniment of our siren we headed for Prince
Edward Island, and on July 4th, we moored ship off
Charlottetown, the capital.,

On serting foor on shore one would never believe
that one was n the most densely populated province in
Canada. This is, of course, due to the fact that the
population is distribured more evenly over-a wider area
than it is in the other provinees and that there are no large
towns. Beside being the most densely populated provinee,
it is also the smallest, being only 150 miles long and 35
wide, and iz singularly Aat, having no point which exceeds
300 feet in height. It has been nicknamed ** ‘The Garden
of the Gulf,"” probably because at least two-thirds of the
island’s area is under cultivation, and Charlottetown is
known as the " Garden City." The natives, whose
ancestry has a strongly Scottish flavouring, devote them-
selves very largely to agriculture and fishing. In 1887
they cvolved and began the fox-breeding industry, and

Sumimer Cruise, 1935, ki |

until quite recently the breeding of black, sitver and grey
foxes for their fur was quite a thriving business, But
a slump has come and fox farming has fallen off considerably,
Nevertheless, quite a wumber of fox ranches are 10 be
sten and  @melled  throughout the island and blend
pleasantly with the odour of an oceasional skank,

Historically the island &5 interesting, It is alleged
that it was discovered by Cabor of Bristol in 1497. Tt
is also said that Champlain, the founder of Quebec, paid
a visit on Saint John's day, Jume 24th, 1608, and named
it Isle 5. Jean after the saint. No permanent European
settlers took up - their abode there, however, unul Nova
Seotin ceded to England in 1713, and in 1760, when the
island was formally handed over to ws, it contained over
four thousand inhabitants. In 1769 it became 4 separate
province, but did not assume its name untl 1789, when
it did 20 a8 a complitnent to Prince Edward, Duke of Kent.
The provinee jomed the Dominion of Canada in 1873, seven
vears after the conference at which the project of thar
Confederation of all the provinees furst took definite shape,
had been held in Charlottetown.

But we will leave the beauties of the island and its
capatal, its history and its red soil, and descend to the study
of more mundane things. The place was “ grim ™ and
itowas ' dey " —probably it was the former because of the
fatter —who  konowa? Dame Prohibition lad, in the
uncivilised days of the western hemisphere, laid her hand
heavy wpon Prince Edward Island, and, like Mrs. Grundy,
she would not budge. And so, alone among all the
provitees, the casternmost of them is stll by law * dey™
Aleohol can only be obrained as a medicing, on production
of & " elit” from a doctor.  OF course the doctors: don't
minid and do quite a trade-in " chits ; " and their clients
don’t mind cither, if they can afford it, because they can
always plead that they arc mking it " as a medicine,”
A ot of our company went “=ick " while we were here, and
a " bootlegger ' was preeted as a brother,




