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or four people, who ought to have known better, thought
they would take a newcomer * for a trot,” so thev greeted
him thus,

" Looking forward o meeting the Haron 7"

** 'Baron who 3"

" The Colonel.™

"“Who the hell's the Colonel 2 **

* Colonel Grippo.”

“ Who's hep™

" 0h, qusta benevolent old gentleman.”

* Don't strangle him, will you §

“What do you. think am? Do you think 1 just
wander roimd casually murdering people for the fun of
the thing # "

“You want to get you fingers pretty supple for it."

ar

" Oh~1 don't know what the hell vou're wlking
about,”

“"No, well 1 suppose vou don't.  After all vou're
only 4 " noeger ™' yer, but when you've been in the Service
a little longer— ™

The rest of the conversation is. guite  unfit for
publication, but the published part serves to show how
we all came to know and love the old boy before we met
him. And when we did—

November 20th dawned cold ivery cold) and ¢lear,
Almost before an early breakfast Licutenant Commander
Francke, U.S.N.R., with mynads of pressmen, appeared
on board accompanied by the pilot. From that moment
we never looked back, and were plunged precipitously
ity an overwhelming corgy  of entertmnment. Never
shall we forget our reception there, nor our first experience
of American hospitality, and indeed of America itself lor
mast of us, and we reached the end of those eight days
with feclings of real regret.  Perhaps the most remarkable
and happy. thing about the whole visit, was not so much
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the organised emertainment which we enjoyed, as the way
it which we all, as individuals, were taken into the homes
of our hosts and entertained privately,  As g result, many
real friendships and at least one marriage have come out
of this visit.

St. Petersburg  has been deéseribed by the opposition
in Florida as the * City of Honeymoon Couples and the
Unburied Dead.” We did not find it so. but rather very
much alive. True, the majnrit}- of the Pﬂpulalion
favoured age, bur that did not damp their youthful spirits
or enthusiasm, and they certainly let us have it.  Lunches
and dinners, dances and drinks followed one another in
rapid succession, and no time was allowed for sleep—
neither, we regret to say, did many people mind, One
officer absolutely sstounded the " natives " by sinkin
seven " Old Fashioneds " in one sitting, a feat unhea
of in the annals of St. Petershurg drinking.  Neither did
he turm a hair, Those in 3t Petersburg whio take their
drinking seriously have never to this day been able to
account for the phenomenon. Of course veices from
the " sharp end " sensing a challenge, will sy ** what
about the man who touched 32 pints in the Beer Stakes 7 "'—
but then at wasn't really beer was it 7

The prowess of our athletes flled the local papers
fsome of it we must confess flowed from the pen of
Leading Seaman Noble) and the populace was regaled and

uzzled by * Soceer,” and regaled but not puzzled (at
eastnict in the same way) by Cricket, Swimming, " Rugger "
and Fencing.  We in tuin watched their brand of Football,
and this so impressed and excited the Warram Officers,
that when the Padre, attired in Scout uniform, was unwise
engugh to réturn from. shore in the boat with them, they
insisted on taking him to their Mess and filling him with
gin, while they pave s demonstration with his Scour hat
as the hall

And Florida Military Academy must not be forgotten.
She and her Cadets entertained the young gentlemen
of the Gun Room right rovally, and we all enjoyed the
avquaintance of all there. We tried {0 show them how
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“ Rugger ”’ should be Elayad, and they at least appreciated
the game. * Chiefie” Stopford and * Bunny" Bryant
tried not to mislead one another too much-—with what
degree of success we shall never know.

The swimming, or, as the press described i, * the
efforts of the * Ortox "' Natators ™ took place, of course,
in an indoor Swimming Bath, With all our hardiness,
swimrming in the sea then did not make its customary appeal.
Nevertheless, we leamed afterwards, that it was quite
pleasant, especially in the really early hours of the morning,
A party of officers and men returning from shore at 3 a.m.
on Sunday morning, suddenly decided in favour of
a moonlight bathe—that is all except Mr. Gatley, who
preferred to dance the hornpipe on the bottom of the
“uptumed ™ boat, Feeling all the better for the
experience, they returned on board, eomsumed all the
available liquor in the W.0.'s Mess, and then feeling
even better retired for the “ night."" They appeared in
a body at Divisions and Church next morning, sufficient
evidence in itself of the sobering effect of nocturnal
swimming. (This does not apply to ** Colonel ™" Salt, who
was not at Chureh).

Regrets were mutual and our gratitude 1o Mr. Francke
and his helpers bevond expression when, utterly exhausted,
hut happy, we weighed anchor, and forsaking the ** Jockey
Club,” the Yacht Club, and the “ Brass: Rail,” turned
vur faces towards Panama City where we sought sanctuary
in “Oscar's, the “Glen,” and of course, the Yacht
Club.

Panama City shimmercd in the moonshine. A lot
of us saw it do that more often than was good for us.
But to those who were able to see it clearly in the daytime,
and 1o give it any intelligent consideration, it was a bit
of a surprise. The smell which grected us when we first
arrived was a shock—and we are not referring to that.
{‘They told us later that a pulp mill produced the perfume—
we were in na position to argue about it). One of those
who could see clearly in the daytime kept a diary—an
exceedingly dangerous thing to do ! —and this is what
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he says. * Wednesdev, December Sth, * Omox’ arrives
at Panama City, Florida, which surprised us all (Whar ¢
that we arrived 7 Editor),  Can't make out why it is called
a " city,” a small place with-a amall_population, but what
it lacked in mumhers, it made up in hospiality,  Spent
w very pleasant four dayvs there ™ (sex vou!) And that
about sums things up nicely,

Panama Cirty is very proud of ns Sea Foods as we
were soon to know, " Owster Roasts,” Owster Cocktails
and ** Prairic Ovsters ™ were the order of the day, and
many will, for a long time, remember the Oyster Roast with
the “ Brother Elks™ at the Elks Club,

Thovgh small and  pechaps somewhat  primitive
compared with other places, it was by no means dead,
“Life ™ abounded, and the pace was not allowed to
slacken., A few went on 2 " quiet run " o Apalachicols,
and two Gun Reom: Officers [ Cookie ™' Clarke and B,
H. Glen) were the victims of a very real ™ hold-up," but
apart from that, and the fact that the * Bizhop” as he
now came 10 be widely known, nearly lost his reputation,
things passcd off in the usual way and an exceedingly
gooed time was had by all '

*“ ) was you ebber down in Mobile Bay
Where dey screws de cotton on a summer day ?
Whin Johooy eame down o Hilo.
Poor old man,”

we have all sung on many occasions, and the answer to
the question is now *Yes," although we were not there
on the occasion specified. We arrived in Mobile By
nn the mnrning of ;\«"iun;la}', Diecember | 2th, hﬂk‘llll.g left
Parama on the previous day.

Maobile i an interesting place, and quite okl as
American eitivcs po. Mrs. Macpherson, a native of the
city and the wife of the British Vice-Censul there, has
writtenn & small but very interesting  booklet  called
" Glimpses of old Mobile 7 from which we quote, without
permission, the following historical sketch.
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“When in 1711, Jean Baptiste Le Moyne, Sieur
de Bienville, estalilished here his staunch little colony
protected  only. by g palisaded fort and the feur-de-lis
of Louws NIV in far away Fraonce, he laid the comer-
gtone for the aplendid Mobile thar has withstood the
savages: of time and the fags of hve nations o become
one of the outstanding cities of to-day.

" The niny Fort Louis de Mobile prospered under the
energetic Frenchmen, and by 1717 was outgrown and had
to be peplaced by a larger and move adequate fortress
which was calicd Forte Conde. This was part of the
bowistana Termitory then, and Maobile, untl 1722, was its
first capitisl.

A the end of the Seven Years War in Burope; and
the "Treaty of Paris, Fogland  wrested from France all
ber lands 1o America cast of the Mississippi, and thus
the: British Flag was unfurled 1o wave over the larpe and
now Hourishing village of Mobile,  The Briosh immediately
vhamged the name of Fort Conde o Fort Charlotte, in
honour of their young . queen of England, and, under
the shrewd and able guidance of the swrdy Scowch and
English merchants, the twwn thrived and  prospered.
But the Spamards upder  Galver in nearby Louisiang
were jealous amed resentful of the rich Britsh seaport on
their very boundary line, and ever. watchful of a chance
to gather it into their own domain. Thus when Spamn
declared war on ]':ngLa_nd in 1780, the 3urpr'|5:'d Brivizh
Governor of Mobile was forced to surrender s Fort and
a4 garrison of B men o an overwhelming Spanish on-
slﬁ!]gh!.

T Amd so the emblem and influence of Old Spain
came to dominate Mobile for nearly 30 vesrs, when,
without any hloodshed or firing, the town came at lagt under
American rule, never again to bow to foreign power.  ln
1861, the Confederate Stars and Bars foated high aver
Mobile and her famous Bav i and with s lowerning, the
quiet old city, survivor of many wars and prize of several
nations, asserted her rightful place w8 one of the oldest
ancl muost charming cities in these United  Srates,
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" To-day the charm and mellowness of the Old
Mobile s submerged beneath the bustling. commerce of
a buigy seaport.  Whirring factories, mills and a hundred
varied industrial plints are sinking  their roots: into the
deep, rich seil; and ships of all nations plow their heavy
ladeny youstes between  Mobile and the four cormers of
the world, And to the far flung  eomers goes out the
story of Mobile's famous Azalea-—the Hower that transfers
the whole eity mio Fairyland for the six weeks of itz reigt,
Each year thousands of visitors storm the citv gates towander
along Mobile's Azalen Trail and drink in the unbelievable
pageant of beawty and color

The lady is vlao an artist and  has illostrated  the
Bowsklet with Tier own sketches, but these it is, unfortonately,
mmpossible to reproduce either with or without permission.

Muoet of us saw someé of the plices of interest as well
as * the other places”  Bellingrath's Gardens, and Spring-
hill College at least we tried to«visit, and to old Christ
Church, the mother churel of Anglicane in the State of
Alabarn, we paraded on Sunday morming.

The Rotwry Clob, the Kiwanis, the Lion's: Club
the Elks, the Civiean el others, had now. come 1o be "I“i":
A rogular part ol the wfficess™ lives, and wherever they
went, luneh ar one or all of these was part of the roufine
The dequaintance of the Chicago * steak,” firse made in
St Petersburg, was continued throughout, and was sadly
missed if perchance it did not put in an appearance, But
it rarely failed.  Meanwhile, the Ship's Company was
akmitted to the * freedom of the City,” except the streets
immediately adjucent  to  the ‘water-front, which, n
viweguence, were the first to be explored.  And of course
we ull heard of ** Constantine's ™ and ** Romona’s.™

It was here we met the U8 Coast Guird Cutter
s amd the  Mexican  Croiser * DURaNGo.”
Apart from the Band, who had o work for once [:]n}'ing
three Natwonal Anthems ar Colours ech morning instead
of one, we all were pleased to know them.  Out of this
friendship grew the inevitable Pulling Race in which we
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spored & owatk-over, ' Duranon ™ coming  second. We
parted eventually, hoping to visit Mobile again during the
cormmission and to meet the Mexicans at Vera Cruz,
neither of which hopes was realised.

And g0 o the gecmmpaniment of the duleet tones
of thosé vowing to “put the peg in " (nhich vow, 18 1t
necessary 10 add, they didn't keep {} we puiled out and
moved towards MNew  (Oleans,  La - Meanwhile  the
“ Jaunty " bepan to go sick under the strain and finally
feil into the clutches of ** Doc " Lawrence and the ** Bay.”

But we are moving ton fast. HBefore we reach New
Oifdeans there is one thime more which we owe to Mabale—
it vaught ws of Mardi Gras®. Apparently this is kept
up in grane style in the Southern States, bhut much to
Pavmaster Licutenant Mowll's disappointment  we  were
pear Christmaz not Easter, it owas Advent oot Lent, so
that there was no possible exense for this partv.  When
we did eventually encounter it, we werd not in the TLEAL
bur in Trimdad and nobody was interested.

All of us had heard of the River Mississippi, none
but a mere handful had ever zeen it. [t was wide, it wus
gﬁ:]dl it was 1n:|:{c|.}' and there was g mist. . But Eiv:'\piil.'
emar difficulties, we at length got alongside our pier, and
almost  simultaneonsly . met our first " show  boat.”
Thereafter it seemed to remain with s constantly hy
day and night until we took our enforced departure. It
only we dared print the speeches on the subject which
the Doctor gave to the Ward Room at Breakfast, Lunch,
Teh and Dinner, and between times L—hut we mustn’t,
There iz a limit bevond which even we must not go, and
up to the present our tone has been fairly respectable,

MNew Orleans; o5 its name suggests; 15 predominantly
Fremch, but has a larpe Spanish clement as well.  Tis
cocking is a " dream ™ beyond the imagination of real
experts in “ big eats " and has to be experienced to be

*lrench for Shrove Tuesduy commanly called Pancake Bhay—
the day before Ash Wednesday,

Torps.”

Tray; 193
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appreciated. [t s not full of archiectural gems, burt it has
its quota, and Canal Street, from another point of view
15 absolutely  unsurpassed.

All the usual formalities were gone through, and the
" Baron " Kindly appeared at the expected time.  He
wus “stramgled,” caned ' and  “ kickeed to death,' but
this- didn't seetn o deter him—rather he came up for
more; A wvery brave and touzh ** Baron "' indeed ! |

Oue thing tended to mar what was otherwise a very
happy arrivel. A K. Munro fell by the wavside with 3
very bad attack of pneumonia and had 1o be linded and
admitied o huspimi atb once,  For some cla:’;‘a his: condition
was very eritical, but mercifully he came through alright,
although it waa a long time before 'he rejoined s

Christrnas Dav was kept with all the Naval ceremonial
helonging to the oceaston. . On the serions side of things
there were more than 60 commugicants st Midnight and
the Services on the following niersing, snd then after
a-Serviee on the Quarterdeck, mands began and ** tots ™
were drunk.. Almost for the first fime in history one
*Chief " parted with Lis ™ tor,” and he has never been
guite the same since.. After ' rounds;” the day was given
over to convivislity, and 38 1o what happened after that
we will leave a blank—chiefly lizcause it s a blank in the
minds of most peonle.  There was more beer than that |

Boxing Day we will also ledve blank,

We:would like to be able tfo leave the next day
blank too, but onfortunarely thar canmor be. One would
have thought that after having had  two * Sundays™' in
ag many days-- and observing them —that we deserved
a better fate than was cur jot, ot then things don’t happen
like that. Monday, December 27th, was not our lucky
day, and to some it appearcd as the beginning of a run
of bad luck. Tn all prohability the fog already alluded
too was 1o blame, hut be that as it may, at 0750 sharp,
& Dutch mecchant vessel ramimed us on the Port Quarter.
Nobody was hure but one or two of the ship's boats were
mmade to ook’ preny silly, and a0 owes the wooden pier,
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Bt apart from g dent in the hull and one or two bént
stanichions, the ship seemied o be alright above water
Our  consideration  then  became focussed  underwater,
particularly . on the propellers, but the muddiness of the
Missiszippi is so great that anv satisfactery ‘cxamination
was impossible even though the divers went down.  The
upshot of 1 all was that, after some hours of uncerrainty,
it was decided that we should return to Bermuda and go
inte ey dock where the whole thing could be exammed
without  hndrance. And 0 with heavy hearts we left
Mew Orleans on Wednesday and instead of  proceeding,
as we should have done, o Galveston amd " Port Arthur
in Texas, we moved in the direction of Bermuda and the
“lsles of Rest.  Apart from those who appreciated the
apportunity of 4 respite from a  period  of intensive
emertnment, we Wiere nin h:l}'ip}' abowt i, and :‘{Ep;ardt:d
the cruise as roined,

New Year's Eve was passed at sep and was celebmted
at the * blunt end ™ if nowhere else in the ship.  Over
a verv pleasant rum punch in the Ward Eoom the Doc,
introduced an assembly augmented by the Gun Room
and Warrant (ficers to g new rendering of * On [kla
Moor Bacht st " which he conducted in person, and by
the courtesy of " Gune ™ we met * Alouette ™ for the
fiest time,  The party eontinued long and vigorously bui
it is not possible 1o report the events which took place after
# song about o " Blackbird ' (we  understand | that
ornithologists for'ard maintain that the bird referred to
i the song 7s ok a blackbird ar all; bur a species of hawk],
I we et them 1.11.1“;{: h.ap'pj.'.

None of ts were glad to. see Bernnada Yard - again
o Joouery Grdd, and we arrived just in time tw sce the
rrnlr.llruh;l il The !':'Ltilil.'l.ll‘lll'i satl an ther rﬁ.pr.ctil!.-‘: 'i:nlisr.'s.
They meant s to have Trelind Tsland to ourselves,

We will not dwell onour Arst experience of the dry
dock aned the 39 steps: we will pass over the eternal
“huxzes ™ that this mieant our return too Goz o owe will not
even mention the paint for the ship's bottom which was
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in England when it ought to have been in Bermuda, Bt
eventually we were ready to leave the dry dock, and we
sailed £0 resume our crnise on January 27th.

Vern Cruz was reached, after a somewhat choppy
passage, on Fehruamy 3rd, and there we dropped the ** hook ™
for mine davs,

The hrst thing we saw was onr old friend the
" Moromag,"” a Spanish Nationalist steamer full of arms,
which had,. without svail, tried to obtamn our sssistance
at Bermuda, She was easily recoguisable although her
name had ‘been painted over. There were also o cmlple
of Mexican warships here, but not the ™ Duraxco.”

Vera Cruz was not a very clean place; very * red ™
i dts . Jeanings, and guite different I'mrn .mvwhcrp we
had so far visited.  The Doctor brought joy to our hearts
an arrival by saying that it was quite unaal{. to eat anyvthing
ighore, or tw drink anything except beer, so we all
polished up our Spanish and learnt what ** Cervezeria ™
meant, and to o say * Cervera ™ aned ** Moctezuma ™ like
natives.  But in spite of ity somewhat “ grubby * and
dusty appearances, Vera Cruz possessed a charm of s
own, and we nither liked it
Cortes, the conguercr of Mesico, landed there in
1519 and called it San Juan de Ulua,  Sir Francis Deake
fa * Guzonian ™' in very sooth) appeared there 59 years later,
m eompany with John Hawking, and was done’ exceeding
“dirt " by Don Martin Enriquer, the new Viceroy, who
thought he would gain promotion marks in the eves of
King Philip of Spain thereby.  Whether he did we don’t
know.  But we do know thar for himsell and for his
eountry  he gained the mortal enmity of the two English-
men. But all this happened  before amy of us joined.

The highlight of the visit, however, was the trip to
Mexico City. Two parties of Officers and two parties
of ‘men were fortunate enough to go, and those who had
the gond ekt make the journey np and Jor down by day
really saw something worth seeing,  [Tere is what one of
them suys ahout it.
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“ The journey to Mexico City by train was no less
intgrr:ﬂ:tlryg than the city itself, Leaving Vera Cruz at
seven in the morning, the trip lasted about 12 hours, with
only one or two short stips. . Much of that time, or course,
was taken up in climbing the mange of mountains which
form such a. majestic backegrovnd o the tropical fdis
mmediately behind Vera Cruz.  These same mountains
were our first glimpse of Mexico while we were still
nltuﬁ out ar sed.

“ For the most part, the (s are cultivated, a great
deadl of the kind beéinp devored wo the cultivation of phint
gimilar in appearance to the cactus, but which, we learned
later, i= used in making some potent narive wine,

“ But passing through this colmurful scene of cultivated
aeres dn the wet oo uneomfortable, i dusty, train, was
only @ prefnde to the seenery which opened out hefore us
as we started the laborious climb vp the mountaing, . Some
idea of the climb can he obtiined from the fact that the
train goes up Y feet from Vera Croz before deseending
again about 2000 feet into Mexico City. Noo worls of
mine can adeguately describe the theill of Tooking down
- sheer momttin face from the window of the tran ; the
gpectacle af an enormons valley spread ot like a coloured
pictire hundrieds of Teet below, with the railwiy lines
throcading their way like some giant snake | or of disappeaing
suddenly into a black hole which has heen blasted into
the mountaim.  "Uhe first five hours of the journey proved
tor be of unceasing interest, but the platcau which is
reschied after the climb, and the descent into  the City,
Lieewme rather boring i s prairie sameness, withj:_:st here
anil there @ Mexican village, some of which Inoked more
like  Tortified  outposts: of  the French Foreign - Leégion.

O owrmval o mo Mexico Citvy we were grected by
fepresentuiices of the British community and o troop: of
Sconts who were 1o he our guides during our stav. . Hotel
aecommedlation b heen arranged  for us; o ond after
potting  sequamted with our rooms, depositing oy * togs”
and removing some of the praicie dust, we were cacorted
h'_l.' U yOung gui(ltﬁ toydlininer.
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" The British community cntertained us av their
club for the rest of the ‘evening,” and finally we were
left to our own devices—some fecling the need for sleep,
others dc&iri{ii to lose no time, in spite: of the hour, to
commence sight-seeing

“Most of the second day, which in my particular
cage was i Sundav, was piven 10 seeing the sights. The
seouts never seeming to tire in their endeavour to satisfy
vur varied tastes, and in particular they were invaluable
in dealing with taxis. One could not help adimiring their
knowledge of the City and their ability to pass on what
they knew of places of historical und cother interest.
While most of us saw quite a lot of the ¢ity in the short
time: we were there, 1 think most of us felt n-desire w
prolong our visit, and the time for lesving came all too
SOOI

“ It seemed that the whole British community turned
up at the station to see us off, and not @ few 1ears were
shed as the train started moving out to the strains of
“Auld Lang Syne.”

*The journey back to Vera Crie was miade duris

the night. Most of us were glad to get comfortable and.

doze through the dark hours, coming 1o life again only when
we reached the early morning mists overhanging Vera Cruz,™

Mexieo City 15 one of the places in the world which
has to be seen to be believed, Tt is really wonderful,
Commander Brooke lectured fore and aft about its history
before we got there, but that, we regret to sav, has passed
into the realme of forgotten things, s6 we have tried with
the aid of our memory, the telephone, AB. Bumt and
the Caprain’s Fncvelopiedia to picce something  together.

The history of the Toltec and Azec peoples is yery
interesting indeed, —but we must be careful not to overstep
the mark, otherwise the Canteen Fund won't foor the
publisher's bill. However, in view of the fact that the
history of their civilisation is so inscparably bound up with
the monuments of Mexico, and that many of us saw many
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traces. of them there, a few notes would not seem ot of
place.  {Thause who are not interested can turmn over a few
pages and get their heads down for fAve minutes—uwe'll
see you -later).

The Toltees were there first and they are siid to
have come from the north m the cighth century., They
appear to have been a people of mild and peacelul instinets,
industrions, active and enterprising,  They were preat
builders and highly civilised,  But in the cleventh century
g severe famine and pestilence all but destroved  them,
and drove the swrvivors sonthwards to Guatemala and
Yucatan, currying  their arts- of civilisation with  them,
Two hundred and fifty vears later found o new race of
immigranis, the Aztecs, predominant in the land, whose
rule was, in g great degree, a reversion to savagery. The
were 4 ferocions rude, with a felipon gloomy and eruel,
and they grafted on to the institutions of their predecessors
many fierce and bloody practices. Thus they produced
an anomalous civilisation which astenished the Spaniards

by its mingled  character of mildness  and  ferocity,

Eventually after many wanderings they founded about 1325
the city of Tenochtithan or Mexico. A hundred years
lnter they had extended their sway bevond their plateau
valley, and on the areival of the Spaniards their empire
was found to strewch from ocean o ocean.

Thev worshipped many gods: chief of whom was
the frightful Huirzilopochili; the Mexican Mars. His
temples were the most splendid and imposing, and in
wvery city of the emipire his altars were drenched with human
Bl And not enly did the Astecs practice human
sherifice, but thev were also cannibals, making wars to
prowide their vietims.  Many of us saw the pyramds
at the Pemple of Cuctealeoat]! and elsewhere, and  this
s the sorl of thing that happened there,  The victims
imen, women and  children) were borne in triumphal
processions, and o the accompaniment of music, to the
summit of the pyramidal temples where the priests, in
sight of the assembled  erowds, bound them to the
sacrificial stone, amd slashing. open the breast, tore [rom
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it the bleeding heart. This was held up hefore the image
of the god, W%ulc the captor carried off the carcass which
had been thrown down the side, to feast on it with his
friends. In the vears immediately preceding the Spanish
Conguest, not Jess than twenty thousand victims, including
mfants, were: anmually lmmnlated for the propitiation of
thi rmin goda:

Mexico City m Aztee days stood in the middle of
Lake Texcuco and was approached only by o canseway
with hridges. The principal streets radited  from  an
immense central square, and the same arrangenwnl is sl
preserved.  In the modem Plaza Mayor the site of the
old temple of Huitzilopochtli is occupied by the no less
furnous . Cathedral which took nearly 4 century to build.
The walls alone of this imposing building cost nearly
L400,000, and its elaborate interior much more,  Built
at the foot of one of the two open towers is the famous
Atee (Toltec) calendar stone, of which many of us bought
souvenirs,  (Mher ootstunding  places, are the National
Picture Gullery, the School of Mines, the mint, and the
former palace of the Inquisition which is mow a medical
schaol, -~ One of the tragedies of Mexiea (where tlerical
collars are illegal 1) is the number of beantful churches
which have been secularized or taken over by the Govern-
ment and just left to fall into ruin. Some of them have
become musenms, art gallerics, eéngineering schools, low
schools, and one a conservatory of music. Among the
monuments, are  those of Columbus: the Statue of
Cuavhremotzin, the last of the Axtec Emperors ; and the
very unlovely © Labour Monument,” which looks like one
of Epstein’s very bad dreams imported from the U85 K.
In contrast to it we shall not forget the beauty of the
“paseos " and of the floating rardens.

For those wha were i interested in this sort of
thing, there were plenty of cineny is, pubs, clubs, and the
Wiakiki Cabarct. We were not * bothered ™ overmuch
and s0 we saw what we wanted o sce. And then at lagt
bearing or wearing our ** gombreros,”” M Zarapis " and
U Moctezoma "' we left the city, fecling ticed, happy and
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g bit dry in the nostrils.  Thie last real * sight ' some-of
the officers were to see before leaving, was the armival at
the station of the Doctor and Lientenant Manson, Royal
Marines, in loud sombreros, the former boasting the added
attraction of a monocle,

Wi returnid to find the ship paimed. 1o the mean-
time the bovs had been 1o Orizaba—but perhaps the less
we ‘say about that the hetter, And then we lefi Vera
Crug, its square and its heer  verandahs: and moved
towards  Kingston, Ja

It was rather hard luck on the Doc that when we
reached Jamaici we were only to stav 4 few hours.  His
wife was waiting for him. However, our accident in
New Orleans had cut our stay there shorn. At 106 we
anchored with standard compass in position 196} degrees,
1.23 from the Roman Catholic Cathedial dome in séven
fathoms with five shackles on the starboard anchor, and
there we stayed until 2006 when for some reason we
weighed the port gnchor. Then having embarked our
stores and disembarked William Ordish Spendlove, 0.1,
as @ cot case, and the Sub. having safely returned with
his pew palm heach trousers, we moved on to *2C0 Truj"

Phl_""" 153 S[]'I.'IH qhilllr CI'I.I':LHL{ FTIJ‘jliIU EI.I.I‘I.}_| IO B VvEery
catchy tune, but for some reason no ene will tell me the
words, so that, much as T should like to, 1 can’t quote
them here.  But | have o f::t|i|lg that they would describe
the place miuch more graphically than 1 can,

For many réasons Santo Domingo s an mtércsting
wlamel,  The west end of it (abow one third of s area)
forms the black Republic of Hlaiti; and is Freoch speaking
the other two thirds are SBante Domingo, much more
thinly populated, more or less white, and Spanish speaking.
There e little love lost between these two republics:
but we are not concerned with that now,  The real mterest
of the island ia that it was the first to be discovered by
Christopher Columbus {Cristobal Colon as the Spaniards
call him], and he s bured in the Cathedral of the I:ii}'
of Ban Domingo (now rechristened Ciudad  Trujilio).
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We don’t want to raise the usial controversy an the subject
and argue that he is buried in Seville Cathedral in Spain
{this theory is supported in Havana Cathedral), because
now it s generally accepted that hiz final resting place
was 0 SBanto Domingo. He first landed in the island
on December 6th, 1492, and it has muny interesting
historical associations with him.  Another fact of interest
ta us 35 that it was raided by Drake in 1585,

It was such g contrast 1o Vera Cruz; so much cleaner
and more up o date.  That may be due o the Amencan
nfluence, but is certainly due in part to the disastrous
hurricane of 1932, after which practically the whole city
had 1o be rebuilt.. The British Navy is very popular there
especially in view of the great assistance rendered by
H:M.S. ™ Dasan ™ at that tme, and the streer named
ufter her was bedecked ‘with flags throughout our stay.
" Jack’s "' popularity made ‘* Baron " hunting too simple
for words, though he found * strangling " him in a foregn
language a little difficult—but his Spanish was improving
although he himsell perhaps was not

Our four days were all too short both  for ourselves
and the * senoritas,”” but it was February Zlst, and we
had to move, so taking @ Jast langing look at those beantiful
caps worn by the policemen we went our way, and arrived
at 5t Vincent, BW.L, on Wednesday, February 23ed.

It would not be untrue to say that this was our first
real experience of the Britsh West Indies, and we view
it, a8 we have come o view all the dslands, with rather
mixed feclings. 1t was very small, hut very beautiful,
und the climate was hot though not unpleasant. But
for the majonty of us there was very little in the way of
socicty oF entertainment, so we had o be content with our
own. Water polo was plaved agaimst 4 local Kingstown
team, and there was much bathing and sailing.  The
Sergeant of Marines had his first inroduction to " ses
eges ' and has no desire to renew the acquaintance.

It was here that we were joined by Commander {E)
N, E. Dalton who had been waiting for us at the ** Pelicar,"
and ** Freddie ” Stopford’s departure now hecame imminent,

The Frrst Crugse. 47

Tobagy received us on February 26eh; at 0906 aftey
anight atsen. It wasa gorgeous place, s real tropical drean,
Not many  libertvmen, landed, but some of the officers,
espeially * Jerry " and *% Cavage ™ will always  remember
that happy bathing party on the palm-sheliered beach on
the Satueduy afiernoon.

We sailed for Trnidad on Monday iiorming carly,
exercising the aircraft en route, and were off Pore of Spain
by 1330, Having taken our leave of Commander Stopford
and seen him over the side chaperoned by the Padre (who
was alleged to have a dental appointment) we proceeded
to the oiling jeérty ar Pointe i Pierre, duing an inclination
EXETCISC w:ﬁi YAroro U oon the way., Tt was Mardi Gras
it Triniclad.

When we got back o Port of Spain, " Yors " and
“AroLLO " were already there, and on Marel 3ed, we
were joined by * Exeren” which we met for the first
time.  Practice: for the Regatta occupied most of our
time in Trinidad. We had, of course, been at it all the
cruise, but now it became really mtensive, The Junior
Officers’ pulling race had to be rowed off before we left
because ' AporLio’s ™ midshipmen wanted to return to
England—and then knowing in ‘our hearts that we were
"for " we sailed away on Sunday, Mareh 6th.

We were “for it " without o doubt, Al ihe wiy
to St. Kitts we exercised 3 we hoisted aiceraft in and ont,
fired * fish," went to Action Stations by day and night,
geinernl drill with and  without  respirators, revelled in
" dog wateh " evolutions—in fact we did every conceivable
thing except a fill-calibie shoot and we wepe resigned
even to that. And we learne the truth of the old saw
“when two or more ships are gathered together they
shall darken ship " —even in the tropics.  Such ' dri ing "
wis never heard, and there wasa chorus of * R.OMF.T.™
{which, for the henehit of the uninitinted, means ** roll on
my  twelve.,") Saill, never mind, yon shouldn’t have
Joined !
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There followed some uncertainty a5 to whether we
ghould hold the Regatta at St Kitts after all.  We. found
it a bit choppy there, and after 2 few days it was no better,
There was much talk of Tortola, but éventually we just
moved our berths and stuyed where we were,

The Begaua began ar 0835 on the 17th, and ended
some days later with " Exerer " more " cocky ™ than
usual. On the last might, the whole islind must have
been awakened by the cries of " 'Ogaie, "Oggice, "Oggic ™
which remt the air—" Exerir " did ‘not mean it 1o be
4 quiet victory. A record of the Regatta results appears
in another place, but we must just mention two points
now. One is the outstanding and astounding performance
of the Stokers’ Cutter, and the other the Marines” Whaler.
Anyway we ended up third, “ Arorro™ the victor of
1937, being second, and, of course, the Flagship last,
Quite seripusly our chances of * doing something ™ the
following vear looked very rosy indeed,

Then once more we tined 1 the direction  of
Bermuda, casting rather jealous eyes at the " York ™ us
ghe sailed away 1o Washington, Flagships have all the
“ amy 1

NOTE ON THE BARON.

Bince writing the preceding Chapter, some information
has come into our hands From HMS, " Yore It
throws no more light on the Baron's ancestry than we
have already given, but does provide some interesting
imformation of which we were not in possession, The
author takes full responsibility for quoting passapes
(almost bodily) as usual without permission, and has taken
the liberty of altering them where he thinks fit, in order
o make them coincide with his own theories on the
subject. He hopes that this book may never, never,
stray into the hands of the one who perpetrated a similar
work in our sigter ship.  Anyway, here we po—ind we
are speaking of the Freeman family,
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" The family first came into prominence some rwenty
years ago when the original Mr. Henry Freeman (shortly
afterwards knighted) amazed the social world by announcing
hig intention of devoting his eatiie fortune 10 the entertain-
ment of His Majesty's Navy, The actual smount of this
fortune has never been discovered bt it must run o
several hillions sterling and despite the heavy inroads
made in U in récent years, it continues steadily 10 increase,
Even the source of this vast fortune is shrouded in myatery.
Some say "twas made in oil, some in gold mining, others
declare the Argentine (meat ) responsible for the amassing
of this vast heard, but Sir Henry himself, like the Servies
he serves, preseives o disereer silence,

Shortly after the  snoouncement of  his  amaeine
mrention, Sir Henrv—or Sic " Harey 10 pive im bis
more familar title —was piven o Barony and  assumed
the title: of Bavon Agrippa, =fter hiz famous charitabile
Rompn, predecessor.  (Actually, ouwr “ Yorkist ™ friend
has paade o " bog " here. We sl koow, of course, that
Agrippa was the name of one of the Herods who hddled
while Carthage was burning. —Ed.) “I'he. name Iz
since degencrited into the more commeon nne of ** Grippo,”
by ‘which' he 8 known o thousands of 488 admirers

The: family ceesr i@ o somewhar peeuliar one beiigp
a combination of the ofd and vew. Tt consists of twn
vlepeled | fais aurtuul.u!l'm;__-_ G EVEEN hruﬂl]'iinp outhit
beneatli which are the worde (Latin) " Dum Spive Spere "
(While { breathe 1 hope) commonly misconstrued by the
vidigar as " Lot owe Breathe ' or b the moere vilpar - stifl
as “Strangle ‘im " (There scems to be another mistake
here,  The coat of arms we know 18 actoslly in guarterings;
two of themi bueing octupied by the svmbals mentioned,
amid the nther two by o set of grappling irons and 2 pair

of Y laoter ' boots respectively.  The motto is still the

ST uml: Lk ~1t1u'|:u'|:. J::Irr_r!n*lud. Fdl

Hig Lovdsbop hes cleven brothess—ail witle fortunes
cyually s large a0 his own—and i wes not long before
thiey also became affected with this stranpe philanthropic




