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The Admiral made the signal 1w wear and come to the
wind on the starboard tack, wishing, 1 believe, to keep
his squadron eollected mear the prizes s well as the
“OapTAIN, that was much  disabled, besides the
“Covpssus,” which ship, very unfortunately, lost her
foreyard very early in the action. This ill-timed, but
doubtless necessary manocuvre, lost us the additional
triumph of having the " Sanrsima Trxmane "' 1o grace
the ships already in our possession, and [ experienced
the regret of again secing her resume her Spanish colours.™

In the following month we hear of * Owox ™ off
Lishbon attempting unsuccessfully to  intercept several
rich Spanish cargo ships from Vera Cruz; in May she
wag engaged in the blockade of Cadiz. But it was in
the following year that she took part in her next engage-
ment of note, '

The Battle of the Nile. August Ist, 1708.

Napoleon had been preparing his fleet at Toulon,
and having completed his preparations set sail for the
East. Rear-Admiral Nelson had, of course, heard of
these preparations, but could not know what was in
Napoleon's mind, However, he felt convinced that the
French fleet was bound for Egypt and thither he went
after it, He drew a blank, and retraced his steps, only
to learn on the way back that the French had taken Malta
on their way to the East, and consequently he made for
Egypt again. It was on August |, 1798, that his leading
ship signalled to him * Sixteen sail in Aboukir Bay!”

The French Fleet, under Vice Admiral de Brueys,
had epsconced itself in what was thought to he an
impregnable position, guarded on either side by sand-
banks near the Rosetta mouth of the Nile, In theory
his ships could only be assailed along their front.

A naval historian writes of the situation as follows -
“The French dispositions both helped and hampered
him (Melson). By lying at anchor, Napoleon’s ships were
wanting to be destroyed ; and as the day was far advanced,
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and darkness approaching, Nelson hoped to overwhelm
his opponent’s van without letting the rear guard guess
the fate in store for them. On the other hand, the
proximity of the French wings to the sand-banks protected
them from a turning movement and jeopardised the chief
feature of his plan q}? attack. Eagerly Nelson scanned their
formation through his glass, and at length discerned the
encouragernent  he needed. The shoals were invisible,
but he detected the French anchor-buoys.  His adversaries
were not tethered bow and stern, but were hetd (like adls::i
horse) by a single grip, and required therefore sufficient
space to revolve.  Where there is room for 4 French
ship to swing,” he said, "' there is room for an English
ship to anchor ! ™ And he carried out his intended plan—
burning, sinking, ar destroying the enemy's ships until two
alone  remamed. These owed  their escape (o ther
position at the extreme rear of the line, and were
subsequently hunted down and eaptored."*

The hattle of the Nile eclipsed all previous British
Naval victories, for besides restoring our prestige in the
Mediterranean,  ruining Napoleon's castern  adventure
and the army of the Orent, and having certain beneficial
solitieal resulis in England, it endowed us with two Naval
}lhlst'm Malta aned Minorcad " Oriox " ook @ strenuois
part in the engagement, and came out of it with surprisingly
few casualties, viz. cleven seamen and one marine killed,
and sixteen wounded, including  the captain—and we
must bear in mind that during sction she had been exposed
i close fire and was severely battered.

When tepairs had been completed i so far as they
daiild be, she set sail for England in company with several
ather slips. It was o long journcy, and they did not
veach  Cibwealtar  untdl - mid-October.  She  arrived  at
Spithend on November 25th, and paid off at Plymouth on
linuary Gtk 179% And so unduf Sir James Saumarex’
foime comnection with © Oriom,”

Callender—* The Naval side of Beitish History ™ pp. 200201,
3 linorey was ceded o Spain under the Trenty of Amiens in 1302,
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torpedo tubes. The weight ‘of her broadside is given
ag 125000 Ihs—almost exactly sixteen times that of the
first ¥ Orion.”  She bad a complement of 734—352 Officers
and T0Z men.

Her keel was laid on November 29th, 1909, by Mrs,
A, G. Tate, wife of Rear-Admiral 'Tate, the Superintendent
of Portsmouth Yard, and she was launched on’ August 20th,
1910, by the Countess of Winchester, whose gift of
a Christening Cup to mark the occasion adoms the present
Wardroom table, where it s used 35 a Hower bowl, The
ship commenced her trials on  September [lth, in the
following - year, and was evemtually  commissioned  on
January 2nd, 1912, at Portsmouth, by Captain A, W,
Craig, R.N., with a Devonport erew.  Ten days later she
hoizted the Hag of Rear-Admiral H. G. King-Ha!I, CN.O
C.B., D50, relieving H.M.S., * Hmernia" as 2nd
Hagshlp in the 2nd Battle -‘:-quadrnm Home Fleet. When
“Omion " paid off in February, 1914, she was fiving the
flag of Rear-Admiral Sir R K. Arbuthnot, Bart,, MV.0,
and it is interesting to note that the 2nd Bantle ﬂqumirun
wiaz then composed of " King Grorge V"' (Flagship)
" A M Auvpaciovs,” Y Cenremion,” " Conguekor,”
“ MoxarcH " and " TnospErer,”

We know that " Owiox " the Fourth was the first
ship of the Dreadnought type to carry 13.5 inch guns,
and to have all her five turrets on the centre line.  During
the gun trials, which were entirelv satistactory, o broadside
af ten 135 inth guns wis FAred with full charges, the
heaviest simultaneous discharge which to that time had
ever been made from one ghip. The total weight of
metal was over 51 tons, She was one of the first  ships
to be firted with: gyro compass.

In May, 1912, the Home Flect was reviewed by King
George V oat “t:}-l‘nﬂl.lth His Majesty peisonally visited
and inspected " Onion," and during his visit he entered

* B turret and worked the right gun from the side position,
Among other interesting people who visited the ship at
this time was the Right Hon. Winston 5. Churchill, Firse
Lord of the Admiralty,
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In February, 1914, * Orion " paid off at ‘Devonport,
and again commissioned with a West Country crew for
further serviee in the 2nd Battle Hqu.!timﬂ The (Great
War came the same year, and " Orion "' played her part,
and in 1916 took part in the Battle of Jutland (the fifth
honour mentioned on our history scroll) as the flagship
of Rear-Admiral Leveson. In the decrease of armaments
which followed the War, * Omiox ™ with others met her
doom, and in 1922 she waz sold




CHAPTER I1.
THE PRESENT.

v i i
oy FTER that we must just sav @ word about the

ship. in  which we now find ourselves.
Stavistics are vsually boring, so we will not

s put down a page of figures, but try to weave
them into a little story, (1)

The ship was laid down in: Devonport Dockyarid
o September 20th, 1931, She was Jaunched just over
a year lafer, on November 24th, 1932, bv Lady Eyres
Mimsell. It is alleged by some that for the naming
ceremony & bortle of Devenshire Cider was, used instead
of the wsual stronper HAuid, and to that they are wont to
attribute the blame for quite a lot of subsequent events.
Whether this is true or merely o legend the writer does not
Koow. On Junuary 18th, 1934, the ship was urmipl-.-[ui.

Thewe wre wome particulars of the ship. . Her length
etwern perpendicolurd is 522 feet | in; overall 554 feet
24 im . Her beam s 55 feer 81 in.  Her draught under
deep load is 18 feet 6 in,, Forward and 20 feet 6 in., aft,
Bhe s driven by four turhines which develop 72,000
horse-power, giving a speed of 32 knots, Two aircraft
are carried, both " Seafox ™ light reconnaisance float
planes.  Her main armament consists of eight & inch guns
W twin turrets ; eight 4 inch and several smaller anti-
aircrift guns; and eight 21 inch torpedo tubes.

The ship’s crest, as has already been mentioned, s
4 reproduction of the figurehead of the second “ Oniox,”
and her motto " Orer CircumeNero ™ (which, being
interpreted, means * Having engirdled the world ™) was
the motto of Captain Saumarez of whom we read in
Chapter L.
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o " Aret commissioned on January Loth, 1934,
at Devonport for service in the Second Cruiser Squadron,
Home Fleet, She was under the command of Captain
Fdward de Fave Renouf, CV.0., RN, and unil
Diecember 12th, of the same year flew the flag of Rear-
Admiral P. L. H. Noble, C.B.,. CV.0. Rear-Admiral
Noble was relieved by Rear-Admiral 5. ). Meynick, C.B.,
who remained in the ship wntil January s, 1936, when,
after his promotion to Vice-Admiral on Febriary Ind,
he became Commander-in-Chief of the Station on which
we now serve.

Captain Renouf was relieved on April 1st, 1936, by
Captain  James Patrick  Brind, B.N., who remained in
command until the end of May in the following year, when
the ship was already in Daockyard hands under-going an
sxtensive refit.  While the ship was under his commanid,
she wore the flag of Rear-Admiral T. P. Calvert, C.B,
CND, DS, from December 14th, 1936, until April
7th, 1937, When Captain Brind left the ship, the command
passed for & month to the Commander, Commander
Basil Charles Barrington Brooke, who was relieved on June
20th, by the present Captain.

=SotT—

CHAPTER IIL
WE COMMISSION,

I' came as rather @ shock to the writer of these few
words to discover, when he first opencd that Rible
of Naval Officers—the Navy List—that he joincd
the ship on July l4th, 1937, A shock, I say,
because he distinetly remembers joining the shi

preceded half an hour carlier by the greater part of the ship’s
company with his luggage—exactly thirteen days later
and he wasn't adrift either, although the sailors might
have been | | Why this date is given as the commissioning
dare, we shall never know—but can the Navy List lie ?
\nd in any case it is as good 4 date as any other, becausc
it is quite impossible 10 say that * ORION © commissioned
on any particular day when one knows what happened.
Apparently, if one is to be guided by what a very high
authority ‘said at the time, a ship never commissioned
under more adverse circumstances than we did.

Anyway, this is what did happen. We will allow
that some of the ship's company, viz. some of the Engine
Room Department, 2 few “ sparkers ™ and of couse
V' [§ ratings, together with innumerable Dockyard * maties )
and some of the last commission who were loath to leave,
were in possession on July 14th, or even before that, but
we are sticking to the facts, and they arc these. On
T'uesday, July 27th, 1937, at 0735 a train left R.N.B. Station
at Devonport en route for Chatham bearing the clerical
luggage and a Ship's Company for H.M.S. " Onion.”
This is true cnough because the writer saw them march
up ta the traim, and in any case he had discovered that
by leaving North Road exactly five hours later, it was

possible to arrive in Chatham at practically the same
time.
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But even now the Ship's Company was not complete,
and to add to the confusion it was discovered that most
of them had not had their léave, and so arose a problem
the solution of which ultimately delayed the final sailing
for some days.  Actually the Ship's Cnmfpany Was never
complete until the day before we left England-—and it
hardly ever has been since.

The Wardroom and the Warrant Officer’s Messes
were complete except for a temporary Navigating Officer
and he whom the Americans call. our * Aviator,” who
eventually put in an appearance. Apart from  them,
the Instructor Licutenant and the Padre were the last
to arrive. We found that of the Wardroom, two
Commanders, the First Lieutenant, the Paymaster
Lieutenant, the Senior Engineer, and Lientenant (E)
Hodges were of the last commission, and of the Warrant
Officers, Mr. Wyllam, Mr., Keeping and Mr. Gatley had
helped 1o steam “ Onion ™ before and light her on her
path.  As for the Gun Room, it wasn't even up_m—-_and
didn't open until August 5th, when its occupants arrived
and the Caprain's Secretary left the Wardoom in a flood
of tears.

During this time the Commander was almost in
despair.  His one ambition was to get the ship clean,
and to use his own expression, * looking something like
a ship,” but as he cleaned, the Dockvard dirtied, and
&0 we went on,

Saturday, July 3lst, dawned bright and clear,
bringing with it Navy Week, and hordes of visitors.  We
had to be on view. It was enough 1o make anyone * throw
their hand in "—and we had to be ready to sail from
Chatham on Monday, 9th. But the visitors came and
went, and some came and didn’t seem to want to go, and
the crowds were in number above several thousand.
But eventually August 9th came and we went, and to our
great joy anchored for the night off Sheerness close 10
the *Ravriees " and * Resorvrion,” It seemed that
at last the commission had really begun, Our first cruise
was to be from Chatham to Devonport (hercinafter to
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be referred to occasionally as ** Gue ") and was to be taken
up largely with our speed trials—or so we thought, Every
semblance of an imminent speed trial was evident—worried
luoks and whispered consultations among the Enginecrs,
andd the descent upon us of a civilian army looking very
impartant, - But it was not 1o be—our first * ¢roise " was
to be interfered with, this time by a Channel fog, which
remained with os all the way o Devonport, and delaved
us appreciably.  Fortunately the sea was calm.  During
that journey nothing seemed to be happening until more
than one person was startled—-and not for the last time—
by ‘a sudden firing. [t was the meming of Thursday,
August 12th, before we  arrived in the Sound, and
eventually: we. entered harbour and made fast alongside
the ““Robney,” where was to be our home for the nest
cleven days.  For thee first and last time in the commission
we werg made o feel very small,

Some returned from leave and others went, and in
spasms fresh drafis joined the ship, what time, of course,
the *“ natives” enjoved themselves. And then in the
afternoon of the 23rd, we slipped and anchored in the
Sound for the night, and hands were piped o bathe.

Aupust 24th also dawned bright and clear—at - feast
ome wonld like 1o say thar it did, and it ought to have done,
bun it didn't, Together with twpical Plymouth weather
et unnatural atmosphere of gloom: pervaded the ship,
ad we did our long delayed speed trials. Semething
had to gowrong, so the funncl caught fire, but few realised
at the time what a nasty situation was happily avoided
and overcome.  In the eveniog after the trials we returned
to the Sound, put ashore the * “Urial Party,'™ took aboard
inatls, wndd torming our back on " Guz sailed for Bermuda,
while many watched familiar twinkling lights fade in the
distance, pome sadly, some anxious o be off on a new
alverituge,

Then followed ten days at sea, during which time
between antervals of sea-sickness we were able o look
rounil and ger oy know the faces of the people with whom
we had 1o live for the next two and a half years. One




20 ¥ Gude Foemng."

of the first things that struck us was the exceeding youth
of the ship's company, due, of course, to the rapid
expansion of the Service. There was to begin a ery which
even to the end never really died—'"“Well, of course,
this is your first ship ; but when you've been in the Service
a little longer, etc.” In point of fact to quite half the
ship's company it tas the first ship, and this, coupled
with that exceeding youth {nIreadchferred to) of the
remainder, was to provide the older hands with the subject
for a good “ driEn" for quite a while—until they found
wother things to * drip " about as well.

Those ten days passed quite quickly, and eventually
on the moming of September 3rd, Bermuda hove in
sight —the 5. Georges end. Then for the first time we
tackled the “ Narrows " and cre long we were gazing on
the beauteous panorama of Ireland Island and the Dock-
vard, which was to be our home for so long.

“ Bermudz at last | " we sighed in t anticipation
and expectation, How well-founded expectations
were we were soon to learn.

CHAPTER 1V.
BERMUDA.

OW can we describe Bermuda with  sufficient
justice # There is not one of us who would
not be prepared to try ! But fortunately for
the morals and the vision both of the printer
andl any pon-naval readers into whose hands

this tome may fall, only one is allowed to do so.  Even
he has o difficulty sn Gnding words sufficiently expressive
of what he wishes 1o say,

"The Emerald Islé set in a Sapphire Sea™ is
a deseription of Bermuda which has before now graced
the advertisernent pages of the * Bermudian"  The
" ArorLe" expressed the desire that they should be allowed
to write auch advertisements, and tell the world the naked
trath ; the " Dracos,” the ™ Ajax ™ and the “ Yorg™
have, ar we know, expressed in their tum  similar
sontiments on paper—Dbut we must he fair, and admit that
the " Isles of Rest® are every whit as beautiful as the
adveriisement implics.  We are also bound w admit that
we are prejudiced, and that we allow our krowledre and for
ppinden of the place itself to cclour or discolour every
reference to it so that ultimately we ténd to eanvince our-
pclven, il nobady else, that Bermmuda i= little miore than
i nlovely. * coal 1ip.”

The tratle is that we are out of our element there,
' wiare with - the question of transport.. We miss our
gl oue tasis, our busses and our frains, Bermuda s
in shape ruther like a Bsh-heok, and we hnd oursclves
aoone end with all pretence of cvilization at the other.
We can get there by either land, air or water, but rot
verv easily by any of them. By lind we evele (if we have
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one or can beg, horrow or steal someone else's), ur walk
(14 miles) ; by air there is the " Sgarox ' (if we care to
risk it) ; by warer we can swim or take the * DB the
“Schocl-boat " or the " Transportation "—usually we
compromise and take the IND.B.—and then find our-
schves stranded in Flamilton for hours, And whar de
we find there 7 For recreational purposes there is a cinema
at prohibitive prices, or the Yacht Club, the * Princess ™
{name of a hotel), the ' Twenty One,’” the ™ Aceof Spades,”
the " Blue Moon," the ** Roval Prince'" or ' Dirty Dhck’s"—
and even then food costs rather a lot per bottle.

Eventually we are forced to the conclusion that there
is no place for us in Bermuda, neither are we really wanted
there. It is bevond the pocketz of both officers and men,
anid eventually we resign ourselves, if we are not married
or " up-homers,"" to Erl:]am.l Island, with the Dockyard
Cinema;, the RN, and W.0.'s Clubs and the Canteen.
Bermuda, we think bitterly, is for the wealthy American—
“ Matloes ™ (properly spelled ' Matelors,”) not admitred.
Its history begins with prohibition in the * Smtes,” as
the Mecca of all those who could afford a long drink at
A6 hours distance ; it lives by, with and on the American
visitor, and this greed for the tourist’s gold has, as our
learned physician once said when writing of  Jamaicu,
* reached jts apothensis in Bermuda.'”

Bur its inheient beauty, though not its chmate
altogether, none can deny. It is a beantiful collection
of islands—and if we deny that, it means one of two things;
cither we have not explored Bermuda, or we have no soul,
St George's, 5t David’s, Port’s Tsland, Warwick and South
Shore we shall never forget, neither shall we forger it if
we have ever " comsidered the lilics of the field " in their
Easter anay.  ‘The smell of her cedars on the evening . air
is Bermuda’s alone—and this and her other beauties are
ours and mobody can charge us for them.

But we did not know all this on September 2ed, 1937,
at 1455 when we contemplated Bermuda Dockyard for
the first time. Dockvard " maties ' with all  their
generations of tradition behind them had never moved ao
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slowly, and the unusual heat of that month slowed them
up even more, Never had we encountered such a sleepy
place, and we, ourselves, soon bezan to succumb o the
spell.

The hrst week we spent trying out our sun-glasses
and exploring Ireland Island, and then we began " working
up.” We had the place to ourselves, but though
we had no other ships o worry us the pace did not slacken. .
We had our first w%ack from September 13th to 17th, by
which time " buzzes ™ a5 to our date of paving off, and
“dripping ' generally, had  seriously  begun. ‘The
ipnorance of the “new ™ and " green ' tried the patience
of the old and staid, and between the two parties those
who had been to sen once before made  hay while ' the sun
shong by going to “screwing down "' stations: on the
slightest provocation, so that eventually many of us felt like
wiving the speakers a har of “ nutty ™ and shutting them
up for the rest of the commissior.

On Monday, September 20th, we excreised m Grassy
Bay, and on the following day we put to sea for exercises,
All went om according to the wsual plan until 1830, when
it peace was shattered by o signal,  The Captain-in-
Clrge informed us that he had received o message from
the American Consul ssking for naval assistance. The
LLE. Training Ship “ Axnarons,” whose position at 1800
on that day was Lat. 357 rorth 54 west, roughly something
over 4 miles from Bermuda, had a Cadet on board
suffering from acute appendicitis.  An immicdiate opération
win considered imperative, but having a maximum speed
of only 7 knots, ™ Anwaroris ' could not reach Bermuda
(the pearest poict of land) in time, We were prdered
to mlanil by,  Three quarters of an hour later we received
ordors w proceed and meet * Axxaronis ” at full speed.
'T'lwh fulliswed @ somewhat uncomfortable j'l.'!rum::l_..'.

£ L

Ar 085K the following morning the * AxNapors”
wits sighted abead. At 1005 the cot case was hoisted on
hourd ; at 1030 Captain Hines of 1155, ' Axnaroris
came on board to sec the Captain, and by 1038 we were
again proceeding towards Bermuda at full speed. We
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arrived in Grassy Bay at 0246 the following day, having
tackled the very unfamiliar Narrows by night—a feat
in itself—and Cadet Robert Hugh Quinn was immediately
landed and taken to R.N.H. where the operation was
performed,  His condition was serions, and we were only
just in time, but he made a splendid recovery. We can
say without undue self-praise that the Commander-in-
Chief’s signal of “ Well done™ was really deserved,

On the following Sunday we were to make our initial
acquaintance with the * York,” the Flagship. She was
a " Chatham "' ship and we were not to get to know her
very well, although we were to see quite a lot of her as the
commission  progressed.  Like ourselves, she belonged
to the Northern Division of the Station.

The ensuing weeks were taken up in exercising,
chiefly with the * York," and later with hoth “ Yorg "
and our great “oppo " the " Arorro'* On October
dth we fired our doty 15-pun salute to the fag of the
Commander-in-Chief in " York," and then proceeded to
sea with her. It was on the following day that we had
our first glimpse of the " ApoLio ' as she passed us on
her way into Bermuda, after her cruise up the Amazon
River. The Dockyard was now becoming qlsmz full,
and on October 15th, " Scarsorouoi ™ and * Duxois ™
arrived.

October 18th and 19h, will alwiys remain in the
memories of those who in these early days in a ship found
the zea a little " trying,” for it was on those davs that,
in company with * Yorg,” we took the Sherwood Foresters
to sea to witness the firing. It is perbaps a negative and
unworthy thing to draw comfort from the sufferings of
others, but many could not but deaw both that, and
pacouragement, from the sight of soldiers littered listlessty
ahout the “ Rec™ Space and the Upper Deck between
shoots. But we enjoyed having them for themselves,
and we were to continue our acquaintance with them
subsequently on land, chiefly in the realm of sport.

*Now H.VLAS, * Horart.™

e
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But the Marines couldn't take it, and on October
23rd, they retired to Warwick Camp for a restful week
to recuperate. On the same day, as soon as they had left,
Sub-Lieutenant (E) E. N. Clarke, R.C.N., thought he
could safely join the ship, and this he proceeded to do.
Everybody, except perhaps the Padre, whom he had, all
unknowingly, robbed of his office for'ard, was glad 1o
see him—and even the Padre subsequently yielded to
his charm and forgave him,

Now we were to enjoy the pleasure of watching others
exercise, until our next job arrived—and this was not
very long in coming,

* Buzzes " are always with us, and probably always
will be, but one persistent ** buzz ' filled these early days
on the Station, and they all centred round the possibility
aof our becoming the Flagship. Reasons were put forward
as to why the  York " should go home, or why she was
unsuitable, and why the * Arorio ™ would not wear the
flag apain: those with “ vision ™ speculated, and even
dogmatized, as to what changes would be made in Ftwm
and what officers would leave the ship. * After all”
said some, ** we came out here to be flagship, " Ortox ™
was the Commander-in-Chief's Flagship when he was
R.A. Commanding the 2nd Cruiser Squadron, and he
likes the ship. He's bound to come here” and so on.
But time went on and the Admiral didn't seem to huﬂgl:.
Then it looked as if there was going to be more trouble
in Trinidad and a ship had to go down there. " ApoLro "
was very much in *' Dockyard hands " and couldn’t move ;
we were having things done and were able to laugh too ;
Y onK " was all in one piece, and she was also Emergency
Ship, &0 that she was unlucky., The Commander-in-
Chiel was o remain at Bermuda-—at Admirzly ) House—
so that after all the flag was transferred temporarily to us.
This was on October 27th, and we wore the flag until
November 2sr, when * Yoy "' retormned, 'We were not
to wear it subsequently, but * buzees " reappeared. from
time to time.
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Meanwhile, other things happened. Dame Rumour
Again: began to Al the air and the truth was soon known.
The Rt: Hon, James Ramsay MacDonald, formerly Prime
Minister, had died suddenly on board the * ReEma peo
Pacirico ™ at the beginning of a eriise which was to take
him w0 South Americs.  Bermuda was the next port of
call, and the body was 1o be disembarked there and
entrusted to Bermuda and the Navy until ifs returm 1o
England, One of the two ships now in Bermuda was
to take it heme to England, which was it 1o be? We
remained  in suspense for some time, but eventually, as
we had the flag, " Arorio™ caught it up and rapidly
completed  het refit and prepared for sea. We were to
be responsible for the funeral arrangementz in Bermuda,

In due course the ** Remsa ™ arrived, and at 1230 on
the day of arrival (Monday, Novemiber 15th), the
“ Bampeoy " left Old Coal Whar! bearing the Padre and the
Dockyard Chaplain, Guard, Sentries and  Bearers, M
1300 the body was lowercd from the liner into the tug,
which then stood |‘.|_\- until the time 10 prt::'m‘.d to !'Iamiltnn,
At 1500 all Bermuda was on Front Street o pay its
respects to 2 Prime Mimster it had never seen, and there
was the Gun Carriage and all the local dignitaries waiting.
The ' precession, which consisted Imgely of the Ship's
Company and the Sherwood Foresters, moved slowly
along Front Strect. and along Reid Street to the Cathedral
where the Bishop and the Clergy were waiting, and there
the lying-in-state was preceded by a short Memorial
Service. E:irt].' the next umrnir.g. the pnn:c:clurc— Wis
repeated but dn the reverse order and the body waz again
embarked on the “ Saxpeoy ™ and borne away to the
TAPOLLG" At about 110M, " Aronto ' saled  for
Plymouth taking with her Miss Sheila MacDomakd, wha
had accompanied her father on his last vovage.

In the ' busy-ness " of those two days the arrival
of another officer 1o join the ship passed almost unnoticed
Lieutenant Commander  Madden, our Navigating Officer,
had also truvelled out on the * Raxa D, Pacircoe " w
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take up his appointment again after his illness, which had
prevented him leaving England with us. On the same
day we were joined by Midshipman Baldock, R.N.V.R.,
uf Balliol College, Oxford, for a short period of training.

Bermuda was: now beginning 1o pall; we felt we
had seen quite enough af it Tor the time being and wanted
to move. The Commander-in-Chief had visited us on
Sunday, November l4th, but for some time before then
we had known that the end of November would see us
away on our first cruize,  We now began 1o look forward
to it with rising spirits until at last, on Wednesday,
November 24th, the great day came,

CHAPTER V.
THE FIRST CRUISE.

ANY, many times have people said to the
author, when speaking of what we will now
descrihe as  this * monumental  work,"”
“We don't bloody well want a diary,
Make it intereating and funny,”  Well, now

it's all very well for people to hand out advice like that,
but surely the history of a commission is bound to be
something in the nature of a diary—and why not# We
want to know what we did, and when, don’t we? And
ag for the humourous side of things, the opportunities
presented for being funny at other people’s expense, when
one is one's own censor, are so prodigious, that it is felt
safer (personally so) to take advantage of none of them.
But there is one person about whom we must say a word
or two before we go on. We met him at St. Petersburg,
Florida, on November 28th, 1937.

The * Baron,” for i is he of whom we speak, is a
rather mysterious person whose ancestry is wrapped in
oblivion, and whose hope of postenity, if the Navy remains
on this side of the Atlantic much longer, is extremely
hypothetical. Starting life as plain Mr. Harry Freeman,
he had passed through all the stages of Knighthood, to be
rewarded at last with a very shaky pecrage as Baron
Freeman—a peerage which, in all probability, he would
be better off without.

At least one of those who had come to »en for the
firit time can remember how he originally heard of him,
It was cn one of those " gash ™ evenings in Bermuda,
when nobody seemed to have anything to do. Three




