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h FOREWORD
e n == 1 By CAPTAIN H. R. G. KINAHAN, Rayal Navy.

In the vears to come I hope that this book will bring
back many pleasant memories of a happy cemmission
spert in HLALS. " Orion ™ on the America and West

i Indies Station.

We have stesmed many thousands. of miles; we have
met countless people and T hope that wherever we have
been, we have left good bmpressions behind From a
number of letters received 1 feel that we have been successful
in this importan side of our work.

Before we had completed our first year on the station,
the starm clouds rolled up over Europe and brought us
' many anxicties, with some disappointments.  Since the
summer of 1938, these clouds have never been far away,
but they did allow us to 'make our long anticipated crise
up the west coast of North America to British Columbia,

In betwesn our strenuous periods in foreign: ports
as ** Ambassadors of Britain,’" we have had to make ourselves
and our ship an cfficient fighting unit under conditions
which are less easy than they are in some other parts of
the world, Should we be tested, 1 trust that we shall
wive a-poad acconnt of ourselves,

At the time of wrinne this Foreword, our thoughts
are torhed towards HOME. but our date for crossing the
Atlantie iz still unknown,  When we do see England: again
we will find that many changes have taken place since we
last siw the Eddvstone in the summer of [937,

Soon after our return to England, we will be saying
good-bye to nur- shipmates of the last two years. May
you all have good ships and rmpid advancement -and
[:.rn:|r||.r||_|.r||l._ E'II'II_' n:._-.;:c{-]r' | hﬂ]\l..' Th:ﬂ. I 1'ﬂi!:|- .-I[._{iii.ﬂ bl.'
fortunate cnongh 1o serve with as loval 4 company  of

Capris Ho T G Kiwanmasg o, officers and men as ! have had with me in this, my first

[ Futrighay of (e o areblpean) 1.,!"I'I'IIILH.I.'!1.I.
Phata [ 7 Luscomhe HMS, “ Orton.”?
i Colon, August, 1939

H. R. G. KINAHAN.
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PREFACK

When | was o vounger and more ambitious man 1
used to have visions of myseli penning the Preface of some
monumental work which was to shake the scholastic world
to the. foundations.  Fortunately for the scholastic world,
and, as 1 now know, for myscll, | have long since realized
my limittions—at least i this respect.. Only pow has
it been barne on me what misery is the lot of the one who
attemnpts to write any type of book, and the fact that that
misery may he the lot of his readers ton, in no way cases
the strain on him. | ought to have learned this at School
when, for my =ins, [ used to edin the Magagine, bur |
didn't—chiclly, 1 suppose, because | was  them  in
4 position, in which 0 many people from time to time
find themselves, of being able 10 make others do most of
the work,  Nor was 1 then limited by my profession from
telling them exactly what | thought of them if they didn't.

But times have changed (platitude) though something
of the old craving to be an author must have remained,
and in their trusting innocence the Caoteen Committee
bave let me loose on a helpless public, and, moreover,
agreed to foot the hill for the perpetration  when
perpetrated. 16 has made me sweat much  blood  and
tears, hut, unlike the normal man mentioned in paragraph
ope, 1 draw much comlon fem thinking of the fury of
somme of my readers when the book falls into Cheir hands.

Speaking seriously for a moment, the chief difficulty
in writing this hook has. been in trying to produce a story
of the commission which will be at once of interest to
three groups of people.  T'wo of these groups are formed
by the officers and men of the ship’s company ; the third
group by the pucple st hieasie, and those others, upconnected
with the Navy, mio whose hands the book may Fall.
Whether | lbave achieved that ¢nd 1 don't know. 1 can
only say that | have done the best T can in the far too
short a time which 1 haye had o bring the parrative to
completion,  Added to this, T am not @ writer cither by
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CHAPTER L
THE PAST.
; ’) OBT of us, on those days when the ship has

heen *‘opeén to visitors,” and probably at

other times as well, have repeated so often

plhslin yhig i the ffth " Omown"" or words

. to that effect, but possibly not so many

of us kpnow much aboot those four predecessors, and 1o

swhit extent they are connected with the history scroll

which s ddisplayed on the front of Y™ gun-turret,

Phat 8 pong 1o be the excuse for this brief ‘résumé of
fuets which we will call Chapter 1,

W must not say that we live on the glories of the
fubat, Dt It s the first ** Orion ™ which is by far the most
ginttaiding and famous of the ships of her name.  She
wae Dl we are told, on the Thames in 1787, and was
@ ship of tie line of 74 guns—a Third Rater— as ratings
went i those days. The length of her gun deck (the
lower ddeck of lu-tiﬂ}? was about 170 feet (less than one
thied of our present length), and her keel 141 feet. Her
hreadth and depth are giver. as nearly 47 feet and 204 feet
mospedtively sind her tonnage was 1,645, Twao thousand
whks were used to build her, half of which were probably
English, 1he weight of her broadside was 781 lbs  She
appears (v have been eommmissioned “for the Dutch
Avmmend 7 in 1788, and te have been commanded by

#ir Hyde Parker, but she frst comes into  prominence
i the list of the honours mentioned on our history
gorodl— " "I'e Glorous First of June: 1794,

This s not a History Book so there ig no need for
alirm, but some short account of these engagements would
ot seern out of place here.  Let us take them in chrono-

loygdenl onder.




2 “ Gude Evening."

" The Glorious First of Tune 704,

** This was, of course, the action in which Admiral
Lord Howe, with twenty-six sail of the line and seven
frigates, came up with, and fought, in the Atlantic, the
French Fleet of twenty-six ships of the line, and fifteen
or sixteen frigates and corvettes under Admiral Villaret-
Joyeuse " says one writer on the period. “The British
Fleet ™ he continues, ™ had long been waiting its chanee.
At anchor most of the winter months, it was ready for a
start as soon as the vessels cruising off the French coust
could bring news that the grand fleet of France had sailed
from Brest roads. Therc were British convoys, too,
for the East and West Indies, which had to be seen clear
of the Channel : there were rumours of a French convoy—
sume 3530 sail in number—richly laden with provisions
and stores, and bound for France from the west.”

Lord Howe weighed anchor from 5. Helens (1.OW.
carly in May 1794, Amony the ships under his comman
was the * Orion,” (Capt. J. T. Duckworth, R.N.) The
fleet and British convoy amounted to some 145 sail n all,
and, off the Lizard, afier detaching the merchant ships
with six 74's and two frigates to see them well on their
way, Howe reconnoitred Brest roads.  But again we must
remind ourselves that this iz not a history book, and,
ignoring the general details of this famous battle, which
in any case are. so well known, content ourselves with
a record of the part played by the first * Onon,” To
this end there follow extracts from the journals of the
Master and Captain.®

From the journal of Fohn Hunter, masier of the " Orion,”
Tst June, 1791,
AM. At half-past 5 bore up to the enemy's line.

*Quared by Pollen in * Stary of HM.S. * OmioN” in the Five
Great Battles " pp. 6-7,

0

The Past, 3

At 7. signal to form the order of battle on the
larboard line of bearing.

At H, for the van to close to the centre,
Ar half-past 8, for cach ship to engage her opponent.

Ag the enemy had begun o0 cannonade us, signal
to engage closer.

At 9, being close w enemy hegan 1o engage.
Ar 10, had our mam top-mast shot away,

AL lall past 10, our main yard shot' in two in the
slings.  Drove three of the enemy’s ships in
confusion, who ran to leeward, We being
dinabled, could not follow, and having no other
pepr to us, but others astern coming up.. Cur
awny all the wreek, and got clear of it for others
i they ecame up.  Observed many ships both
sicken  chwmasted, but the enemy  temmibly so.

Ar 12 noon, gor a liule i oorder, hauled up and
Wosed near the Admiral, per signal, to rvepair
oir dduniuge.  The enemy giving: way  eould
o follow,

At 1. the enemy that were able ran to leeward
il Tormed,

At 4 the encmy collected what disabled ships
they could anid ser off, lesving scven behind,
which we teok possession of, but one went down
belore we could take all the people out of her.

At 7. got up 2 main top-gallant mast for a jury
main top-mast and fore top-gallant sail for
@ min topsail, a fore topsail yard for 4 main
yard, oand fore topsail for a mainsail.

Monday, Fune 2nd.

The fleet lving to, repairing their  damages.
Lmployed knotting, repairing, and reeving new
ngging. Al cur rigging and sails shot to
tufters,



4 " Cude Ereming”

T'he following iz an extract from Captain Duckworth's
account of the * Orton's " procecdings during the action.
It gives a glimpse of just one corner of the fight i —

John Thomas Duckicorth, Esq., Commander.

“When the signal for each ship to engage her ﬂgpunrnl
was made, the * Quegn,” “ Vavmaxt,” and " Ogriox”
being close together, hailed each other and agreed om
the eighth, ninth and the tenth ships as their f}ruper
opponents. At this time the enemy's line filled, and
made sail. The * Queex" hailed us, aad though not
distinctly heard, from the heavy fire, judged it was to make
sail.  Hauled on board the main tack, and found the main
sheet shot away, which prevented our trimming. The
enemy's line making sail, caused our taking the seventh
ship from their rear. Bore down as close as possible
withour boarding, and ohserved the ** Queex,” our second,
bear up for the fifth, which was a three-decker. Some
time after observed the ™ Brunswick " on our starboard
bow between two French line of battle ships ; these were
between uz and the * Brunswick,” so that we could not
cut the ling to assist her. At half past ten, the two ships
we were engaging bore up, when the masts of one went
overboard, which enabled us to opposc our broadside to
one coming up on our quaiter. At this time our main
top-mast, which had gone some time before, was hanging
over the starboard side, and carried away half the main
tap, and the main vard in the slings, The wreck much
impeded three guns on each deck 5 we, however, c'?n[inued
fiing until the enemy left us, As the smoke dispersed,
we perecived the * Queen: CrarrotTE” with both her
top-masts carried away, and otherwise much damaged ;
hauled up to support her, observing two of the enemy's
line-of-battle ships liearing down upon her, under full
sail, —

In March, 1795, a new Captain was appointed to
“Ouiox " by name James Saumarez, afterwards Sir
James Saumarez, and later Admiral Lord de Saumares.

The Past. 5

Hle was a remarkable man, 4 pgreat fighter and a grest
sailor. A native of Guernsey, where he was born in 1757,
he had had an amazing career, goirg to sea at the age of
12, and bringing distinction upon himself in an engagement
an early as 1776, e was 38 when he was appomted 1o
“ piow,™ and such was the man that the whole erew of
the "' Crescent,” his previous ship, volunteered to follow
him. Tt was under his command that our ship took part
i the next two great Sea Fights, 5. Vincent and the
Nile,

But before passing to * Omion’s ™ part in_the battle
of Cape 5. Vincent, we must make mention of an earlier
engngement o which she took part and which is not
pentioned on our listory scroll,  We refer, of course, to
Land Bridport's Action on June 23rd, 1795, After his
appointment o “Owiow,” Saumarer, was placed  under
the orders of Lord  Brdport, the Commander-in-Chicf
of the Chunnel Fleet, and sailing with him on June 12th,
wai in the Tomous sction Ell‘uad}’ mentioned which took
lice off L'Orient and the Isle de Groix. The " Onriox ™
{wh-n- mwrning o June 23rd, was the headmost ship
of the fleot, wod before 6 am. was the first which actually
Ly the wetion with one of the enemy's largest ships.

Hatmprez in o letter to his brother written the following
oy ghves quite @ vivid story of the action and the part
Lived by his own ship, and he ends like this :—* Our
Fﬁr in this ship has been inconsiderable. when T assure
vol that we were engaged with very Jlinde intermission
the whole of the dction, which lasted four hours. We
fave four killed, two since dead and :iglnf:un wounded.
The ship has suffered more in proportion in the hull,
panti wid suils. We regret not to have had -a few leagues
iore apnee, as none could then have ¢scaped. © Port
Laowiin, near 1'Orient, has afforded them this timely shelter,
b won vl phey bad a severe drubbing."

Refits ind cruises were not unkmown in those days,
and there were also small jobs to be done which only
# warship could do.  * Oriox™ bhad her share of all of
these, and 1t is in 1796, after four months in dock and
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a4 short cruise off Brest, that we hear of her proceeding
to reinforce the flect under Sir John Jervis off Cape S.
Vincent. ‘Then, early in September, we hear of her
returning to Spithead to refit and replenish after a six
months' unsuccessful eruise, Later in the year Sir James
Saumarez, with his ship, was attached to Admiral W.
Parker's squadron, which joined Sir John Jervis off Cape
4. Vincent on February 6th, 1797, On  February 13th,
there joined the fleet the " Mineve,”" flying the broad
pennant of Commodore Nelson,with news that the Spanish
Fleer had been sighted, and the historic action followed

Cape 5. Vinceat, 177

It happened the following day, Februoary l4th,
S, Valentine’s Dav. Sir John Jervis had fifteen sail of
the line, and four frigates against twenty-seven of the
enemy, including one 130-gun ship, six 112-guns, two 80-
guns and cighteen 74', not counting twelve 34-gun frigates,
and one brig corvette,

Both the Ship's Log and a letter of the Captain are
extant, and as both cover practically the same ground
the latter is printed here for the sake of brevity. It is
as follows.

* Oriox,” Lagos Bay, 15th February, 1797

“You will be happy to receive an account from me
of the important victory obtained by our squadron over
the Spanish Fleet, consisting of nearly double our force . ...

** Early on Tuesday morning, the weather being hazy,
with light ‘winds, the frigates on the look-out made the
signal for discovering the enemy, and soon after we
discerned several ships to leeward, and the body of the
fleet to windward., We were then on the starbourd tack,
standing to the southward. The sigmal was made to
different ships to chase; and, shortly after, for the flect
to form in line of battle as most convenient. The enemy
at this time were bedring down to join their ships to leeward,
but we came upon them so fast that, before they could
effect the junction, the headmost ships, which were the

The Past. T

¢ Copvopes,” * Privce Grorce,” © Owrton,” “Brexaey,"”
and * Covogevs,” with the ¥ Vicrony ' and the rest comin
up, it was effectually prevented. They then haule
their wind on the larboard tack, and our Admiral made
the signal for the fleet o tack.  Our sternmost ships then
became the headmost.

" Commodore Nelson, who had joined from Elba
the day before, shifted his pennant to the * Carramn,” the
leading ship, and distinguished himself most eminemntly,
The * Cunroves," “ Boewsgm,'' * Pemce Gromrce "
and " Omiox,”" were the next that came up, and were warmly
engaged for nearly three hours with the body of the enemy’s
fleet, who had not the time, or ‘address, to form into any
order. Dut it is only doing them justice to say, they
defended themselves very bravely.

*"We were, for above an hour, opposed to a'three-
decker, the ™ Sawvanor Deu Muwpo,” which finally
struck to the " Oniox: " we lowered the boat from the
stern, and gave orders to Mr. Luce, the First Lisutenant,
to take possession of her; still making sail for the other
shipw, and  following  Admiral < Parker in the * Prixce
Guopcr,"  The " Excecent,” which had passed us to
windwird, had made a line-of-batle ship, the ** Say
Yook, strike some tume  before this

" Several ships of the enemy were extremely shattered
in their masts and sails; but, keeping up a warm fire on
their ships, the " Caprais ™ laid one of them, an 84, on
board and hauled down her colours. His bravery on this
peeasion s above all praise,

" The * Namor,'" and other ships had by this time
joined the van, and engaged as: they came up. 1 swod
for o three-decker, which, after engaging somé time,
struck lier colowurs : she first had shown a white ﬁa.g which,
though | concluded to indicate a truce, was not satisfactory
o fvvmoll, and we continued firing fill they hoisted an
English flag over the Spanish, on which we ceased firing
The enemy's ships, many of which had not been in action,
at this tme came up and were forming to windward.



