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he sailor is traditionally a handyman, able to turn his hand to any job and what is more, able to
do it well. This skill of hand demands an outlet at sea and in his leisure hours, few though they
may be, many a matelot will follow a hobby. Often devoting hours of painstaking effort to the
fashioning of a model, ensuring as far as he is able, that it is exact in scale and with every minute detail
finished to perfection.

I f the layman were to be asked what were the hobbies which he associated with the seafarer, he would
almost certainly answer: "Making ships in bottles," adding as an afterthought: "Of course he doesn't
really squeeze it in through the neck of the bottle, he just cuts the bottom off, puts the ship in and then
sticks the bottom on again. Just a trick." If he is a little more knowledgeable he will add: "I suppose he
carves things, too, out of wood. Oh, and what about knots, you know, on telescopes and things. What
do they call them ? Turk's something or other."

There it usually ends, little does he know how wide the range of interests and skills can be. That there is
no limit to the variety of interests was amply proved at the exhibitions held during the commission. There
were, of course, classes for the modern arts such as rug making, model making from kits, and painting by
numbers; all well supported with entries of an extremely high standard; but it was in the sections for entirely original work that the majority of entries were made and the talent displayed was fantastic. The judges
were set poser upon poser trying to select the good from the outstanding until they were compelled by
necessity to make the decisions as to who should receive the prizes. After much headshaking and debate
they succeeded in their task: finally they had to award a special prize to the best exhibit taken overall this was done at each exhibition. These accolades were awarded to a splendid radio-controlled model of a
launch, a triumph of engineering in miniature and to a fine model of the Ark Royal.

These exhibitions amply demonstrated that a wealth of talent lies hidden between the decks of a modern
man-of-war and the results of the application of this talent would be a revelation to many of those who
complain that we are becoming a nation of square-eyed incompetents.
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e can generate (Engineers - Steam
Type-co-operating) 5½ Megawatts
of power, the average D.C. load being in
the order of 10,000 amps all day and every
day. Assuming that the average household
has a cooker, fridge, television set, vacuum
cleaner and every light in the house
switched on continually, then without
difficulty we could supply 1,000 homes.

Power radiated by the radar aerials
(2)
on board is significant, 60 per cent of the
time it would supply 320 homes, 90 per
cent of the time at full efficiency this would
be 400 homes, any more than that someone
ought to tell us - we'd be leaking!

(3) The 600-plus ventilation fans fitted
on board would, if combined into one
2-feet square trunking produce a force
equal to that of 3 Vixen engines running
at full power - some blow!

(4) Our statistician reckons that one of
the radars has pulsed 15,768,000,000 times,
give or take a couple of pulses.

(5) In excess of 200 miles of cable are
used on board, there are almost 10,000
light fittings, finally we have dealt with an
average of 12,000 job cards a year so even
if yours wasn't amongst them we haven't
been slacking.
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HAVE YOU HEARD THIS ONE?

WE SHOULDN'T BE GOING THAT WAY!

PULAU TIOMAN
Wondering where to spend your next leave?

Have you considered a quick 48 at this tropical island paradise ... wonderful beach ... crystal-clear water
. . . superb vistas of exotic tropical vegetation.
The atmosphere is heady and the rig essentially informal . . . the management is affable and generally
unobtrusive . . . everybody is invited to participate in such beach sports as lounging, idling, drinking,
sleeping ... swimming is not only encouraged, it is essential if you wish to return to your accommodation
at low tide.
We like to think of the domestic facilities as cosy, even friendly ... the catering is spotless and all the fresh
water is really clean.
Do not hesitate ... put your name forward now ... write to your local Grey Funnel Agent, there is one
in every large town, quoting this Advert.
PS. Particularly recommended by most competent authorities after any prolonged exercise.

SHOWBOAT
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espite the suspicions of our kinsfolk at home that we spend all our time while away from them
liking it up with the lasses in foreign ports, those who have served in carriers know that for many
weeks at a time we are engaged in extensive flying programmes and exercises in company with
other ships. Oddly enough, we not only have to convince our own folk of the truth of this, but also the
taxpayer in general - represented by the politicians - likes to know what he is getting for the money he
spends on the Royal Navy. So from time to time we have to put on specially designed combinations of
exercises, in order to sell ourselves, hence the general title of Shopwindow; these exercises also present a
unique opportunity to flagwave in front of distinguished representatives of other countries and other
services. Admirals are not above coming along to watch, either. Showboat was such an exercise.
It is worth noting specially as it is representative of so much that concerns the Navy, what we do on the
one hand and our public image on the other.
The exercise consisted really of a Dress Rehearsal on one day at which there were 150 observers, led by
F02FES (they were drawn from the Malayan armed services, university students and service cadets),
while on the next day, for Showboat proper, C.-in-C. F.E.S. cam e aboard together with the Yang diPertuan Negara, Inche Yusof bin Ishak (the Singapore Head of State), and many other V.I.P.s, members
of the legislature, members of the Consular Corps, heads of Government Departments, and business
leaders.

INTRODUCTORY BRIEFING ON THE QUARTERDECK

I n Ark Royal, every aspect of life in an operational carrier was demonstrated by means of static departmental displays, and these coupled with the Flight Deck display of aircraft and weapons gave our visitors
a comprehensive insight into the life and activities of all serving in the ship. Also a synchronized series of
displays by the aircraft and armament of Ark, and the other ships in company, emphasized by its timing,
slickness and deadly efficiency the fighting capacity of the modern fleet.
There was no more interested spectator than Inche Yusof himself, the Head of State became a keen news
cameraman for the day. The Malay Mail reported: "For more than three hours he stood on the bridge and
trained his cine-camera at the thick of the mock battle as jet aircraft roared in the sky and bombs hit
their targets in the sea." At the end of the seven-hour demonstration of naval might he summed it up with
"Every crew member of the carrier is fighting fit."

