'Happy Hour'

Western Mediterranean
February 1972

The Inter Mess

Deck Hockey Chanpi onship



'"Home is the sailor

Families welcoming

HMS ANTRIM back to Portsmouth
23rd March 1972



Seacat Firings

Procedure Al pha entry into G braltar

June 1972



VI Fleet | nterlude!



Vertrep - VI Fleet Stylel



AN ANTRI M M SCEI | ANY

From one sail or to another during a Self Mintenance
Peri od: "If it doesn't nove, paint it. If it does nove
batter it into subnission, and then paint it."

A signal sent by Vice Admiral MIler (Comrander
United States VI Fleet) to Cin-C Fleet and FO G b:

"It is with great reluctance that we w tness ANTRI M
t aki ng departure. In her few brief weeks with the Vi
Fl eet she has becone 'one of the gang'.. Captain Loram and
his fine officers and crew performed nagnificently under a
rat her hectic schedule and contributed i mensely to the
flexibility of the TG 60.2 and the VI Fl eet.

I have heard nany comrents, made specially to ne from
our Unit Conmmanders, praising ANTRIM s true professionalism
W& woul d be delighted to see her back again, anytine. As we
have so many tines in the past, we continue to |learn from
the great Navy that started us in our profession”.

Oficer of the Watch to Machinery Control Room ' Stand
by., we are about to commence the RAS approach. The tanker
is 2 cabl es away.'

Machi nery Control Roomto Oficer of the Watch: ' Roger.
How far is that in wheel spanners?

In July 1972 the ship steaned 7196 niles - the maxi mum
di stance covered in one nonth.

The maxi mum nunber of hours actually spent under way in
one nonth was during November 1971, during the JMC Exercise
and off Aberporth. Fromarriving in Portsnouth in Novenber
1970 and returning there again in Septenber 1972 the ship

st eaned 55, 000 mil es.

A FEW (NOT_SO VI TAL) STATI STI CS

Si nce bei ng accepted into the Naval Service, ANTR M
has consuned:

17, 000 tons of Dieso

140 tons of Avcat

14, 000 gall ons of OEP 69 | ubricating oi

3,000 gallons of OVD 112 |ubricating oil

27,000 tons of fresh water

140 tons of potatoes - the basic weight of a Boeing 747B
aer opl ane

273, 000 eqggs

42 mles of sausages

1,800 tins of baked beans - one tin for every foot of
length of the Quebec bridge in Canada

57,0001b of bread - one |Ib for every ton of weight
of the USS New Jersey.



HVE ANTRI M

CHRI STENI NGS HELD ONBOARD SI NCE LEAVI NG GLASGOW

21ST NOVEMBER 1970

Charlotte Rose Kettlewell
Rol and Peter MIIs

Emma Loui se Mackay
Charlotte Victoria Evans
Car ol Cook

Al exander Wharton

David Al an Stronach

Tracy Ruth Fortune

W 1liam Janes Charles More
Jonat han Warwi ck Ackl and
Mat t hew Robi n Dougl as Payne
Angel a Marie Letford

M chael John Neville-Rolfe
Ant hony lan Wl Il ey

Carol i ne Ruth Edwards
Rachael Elizabeth Cinton
Loui se Custard

Cat hari ne Jane Hill

17th January 1971

"

15t h August 1971

10t h Septenber 1971
17t h Septenmber 1971
2nd January 1972
30th April 1972
21st May 1972

" " "

GUNNERY DEPARTIVENT:

Apart from the nucl eus who stood by the ship in
d asgow, the Gunnery Departnent got together for the first
time in July, 1970, at HVS EXCELLENT in preparation for
PCTs. These were carried out in the Portsnmouth and Devon-
port areas at the end of the nmonth. In general the training
produced very good results, and at HVS CAMBRI DGE t he
departments first record was achi eved when nore shells were
fired than any other ship had achieved in 10 years.

During the interval before the ship's arrival in
Portsnmouth in November 1970 various training courses were
arranged. However, Gunnery and TAS got together one after-
noon for an 'Its a Knock Qut' type of contest in comcal rig.
The Quarters crews won by a small margin. A Volley Bal
contest was also held, the result of which, due to a rather
dodgy judge, has never been agreed upon, but the event was
fully enjoyed.

O her events in which the departnment took part, prior
to Novenber, were the 'Freedom of Gosport' Guard, in which
we had 20 representatives, sone trials in the West Country,
and nmanual | abour for the Gunnery School. Two weeks were
al so spent at Lynpstone, showi ng the Royal Marines how to
carry the war ashore'

We boarded the ship in Portsnmouth in typical house
nmovi ng weather - rain - in tinme for the Acceptance Cerenony.

The period Novenber 1970 to Septenber 1971 was known
colloquially as the period of 'Trials and Tribul ations.'
At the el eventh hour we passed our SAT(G with the 4.5"s
downing 2 sleeves in the PMof the last day. Difficulties
with getting 'B turret through her Recovery Firings were
overcone after a record nunber of 170 rounds had been fired
t hrough the barrels.

Cctober and the early part of Novenber, 1971, were
spent Working Up at Portland. W achieved a fair proportion
of our aims, and had anmazing luck with the weather, which
hel d good for the nost part. The Mayor of Portl andi a,
whose town we went to resurrect after an earthquake, retired
fromoffice i mediately.



Particul ar note shoul d be nade here of the Supply
Depart ment who kept us extremely well fed during the tine
ashore at Portland, and turned a 'Black Hole' into a very
desirabl e restaurant.

After the Wirk Up, our tine, until Christmas Leave, was
spent at Aberporth, and on exercise North of Scotl and.
Due to weat her conditions and exerci se requirenents few

firings were done.

The Ghost of Christmas 1971 havi ng passed; the New
Year havi ng been duely Christened; we returned, refreshed,
to our Guns and Mssiles as the ship sailed for the Md:

The Med she calls

and Jack he cones,
Such | ovel y weat her
For firing Guns,

For | aunchi ng missiles
In the air,

For gui ding them

Wt hout a care.

For running reans of paper off

On records, for the end result,

A G 2 cough.

What did go wong - or was it right,
Records or not - we won the fight.

The weather did hold fairly good and records were, at
| ast, produced. We did, however, get to the stage where we

t hought we had now trained a ' Rogue Mssile' Ainer.

Return to Portsnouth brought Easter Leave and sone new
faces. W then returned to the Med again to join up with
the US 6th Fleet for 6 weeks. Here we really cane into
our own and carried out very good 4.5" Firings and Seacat
shoots which i npressed Anericans and British alike. Even
4 ton of shells in 35 seconds sounds i npressive. Qur
'"Rogue M ssile' Ainmer achieved success at last, with
'savage' results.

We had with us on this trip a Radio Controll ed Target
Boat on which we had some successful shoots. Although
under the wing of the Master QGunner, try as we nay, we
failed to persuade himto coxswain the boat during the
firings.

Before we return to Portsnmouth in Septenber we have a
weeks' firings off Gbraltar for the Principle Warfare
O ficers' Course.






COMMUNI CATI ONS COVMUNI CAT1 ON

Those of us still on board of the G asgow conti ngent
remenber the period with a certain amobunt of warnth, when
the main consideration for the staff was how soon we could
get to the nunber one and whether to have 1 or 2 pie and
peas. Prior to sailing we could nuster the SCO 3 chiefs,

2 RSs and 4 killicks which enabled us to remain reasonably
insignificant. On arrival in Portsmouth naturally things
took a turn and with all the staff onboard we were no | onger
the Typing Pool but Conmunications full stop.

In the land of punched tapes, torn flags and dits and
dahs things have renmai ned remarkably stable. The probabl e
hi ghspot was Exerci se H ghwood (Decenber 1971) when signal -
Wi se we nearly reached saturation point. National week
with the Anerican 6th Fleet (July 1972) was rather an anti -
climax, the big build up did not cone and signal traffic
wor ked out on average at 60 signals daily (conmpared with
H ghwood, with an average of 250, it was a quiet tine!)

Movenents within the Departnent have been m ni mal and
mai nly the Senior rates. RS G een becane CRS Green and | eft
us very early for AURORA. CRS Bignell was relieved by CRS
Lomas prior to Portland and left for FOF1 staff, becom ng
M Bignell on the way. Shortly before we left for our
second deploynment to the Med CCY Charles, CRS Lonas and
CRS(W Leppard were all relieved; CRS Lonas went to
Portland and CCY Charles and CRS(W Leppard departed for
the wilds of Leydene to prop up the Signal School. Al
becanme FCRS (Must be a story somewhere). Their places
were taken by CCY Dennis, CRS Foley and CRS(W Enery and
overall comrand by Lieutenant Howell, the new SCO

The sporting saga is really a sorry story, LR G
Renneberg being our only full tinme star. Interdepartnenta
sport has not produced any trophies but we have al ways
made up a team (Why the twinkling toes of ROL Coutts,
the easy grace of ROL Stickels in goal, or the solid(.")
defence of LRO Rudd and RO2 Carr in the Departnmenta
Foot bal | Team were never recogni sed by the ship's selectors
we will never know )

Despite the runs ashore this trip, Antwerp is stil
voted as the Top of the Pops (Pop being the wong word);
More of the staff were gathered together ashore en nmasse
than are usually seen on board. RS Littlefield proved
once again that we are all young at heart and the usua
sayi ng "Never Again" was heard tine and tine again.

Finally, for those who were interested, the G| Drum
on the Quarterdeck was not for signalling but just for
burni ng Confidential waste.



LRO
LRO
LRO
RO1
R02
R02
R02
RO2
R02
R02
JRO

Denni s

Ti ger Rudd

Boot Weél bourn

Nine Card Fitzsinons
Doc Cann

I an Furl ong

Hard as Nails Carr
The Laird Sinclair

Patti nson
Dodger Long
Snudge Smith
(Storno Stan) Mell or

Buf f er:

THE FAM LY THREE
SCO LT HOWELL

CRS Fol ey
LRO Gnone Nocher
LRO G nge Renneberg
LRO Shi p's Bul | eynent
LRO Jack Fassum
RO1 SlimLine Stickels
ROL Ezz Couts
ROL Tal ool a Tul |l och
RO2 Paddy Shi el ds
RO2 Chris O Tool e
R02 Fl ash Gordon
R02 Buster Crabbe
RO2 Radar Reilly
RO2 Deeps Morford
RO2 Phylis Phil bey
RO3 Al f Pearson
JRO Scouse Ostridge

RS Littlefield

CRS(W Enery
RS Hood
LRO Danny La Drew
LRO Big Basil Snall
RO2 Per spex Canpbel |
RO2 Beaky Beecroft
RO2 Neanderthal Man Jarratt
RO2 Scrinsen Costello
RO2 Nig Nog Davis
RO2 Raynondo Sout ham
RO2 Little Basil Small
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