During the | eave period in August 1971, ANTRI M
was one of the ships taking part in the Navy Days'
di splay at Portsnouth. The ship was noved to lie
out board of HMS LONDON at Pitch House Jetty, and during
the three days of display - over the sumer holiday
weekend - sone 15, 000 peopl e canme on board ANTRI M

In early Septenber, an event of mmjor inportance
occurred - on 6th Septenber Captain HWE Hol lins, RN,
was relieved by Captain D A Loram WO RN Captain
Hol I'i ns has since been pronoted to the rank of Rear

Admi ral, and now hol ds the appointnent of Flag Oficer,
G braltar.

And so to Portl and for the work up

Captain H WE Hol lins,

| eavi ng HVS ANTRI M
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PORTLAND - THE WORK UP - SEPTENMBER/ OCTOBER 1971

The work up began gently - with a formal, Procedure
Al pha entry into Portland Harbour, after conpleting a week
at sea in the English Channel with the inspecting staff
enbarked to carry out their 'sea checks'. ANTRI M I ay
alongside 'Q pier for the first few days, unti
20t h Septenber, for the 'Wrk Up Harbour Wek'. During
these few days, the ship's conpany were utterly on their
toes, expecting incidents to occur - and occur they did!
ranging fromfires in the main machi nery spaces to conduc-
ting the rescue of a dansel in distress fromthe upper
storey of the FOST office bl ock'

And so on to the first of the sea weeks - the routine
now was to sail daily from Portland at about 0730, and go
out into the exercise areas to the south of Portland Bill,
returning to harbour in the |late evening and, usually,

anchoring overni ght. During this week - and the foll ow ng
3 also - all aspects of the ship's organi sation was tested
and critically exam ned. These checks included the gunnery

and m ssile worlds, the TAS enpire, the engineers (both

el ectrical and nechanical), the flight, and, of course, the
seamnen: The latter were particularly busy, with all their
drills, replenishing fuel fromthe Portland tanker, passing
a towto the RFA Grey Rover, |aunching boarding parties,

and generally being very active.

There were also | and oriented evolutions to conpl ete;
these included the Internal Security Exercise, the Landing
Parties, and the Disaster Control and Relief Exercise.. In
this |last perfornmance, the whole of ANTRIM s crew was
mobil i sed to deal with an i naginary earthquake and its
aftermath at Portl and. The gane started with the ship
carefully feeling its way al ongside the erstwhile all too
famliar 'Q pier, then dealing with the hysterical | eader
of the local civil community, and finally landing all the
personnel who could be of use. A field kitchen was put ashore,
and the nedi cal departnent went en masse - al though as the
exercise progressed it becane |less and less clear as to
what was happeni ng ashore, or whether the 'victins' of the
"di saster' were being hel ped or hindered, or even appreciated
what was bei ng done for them

All too quickly - or perhaps not quickly enough for
sone - the |last week arrived, and the day of the fina
i nspection and the reports, and the critique by the staff
and then back to Portsnouth, arriving there on the
13t h Cctober.

The final paragraph of the Wrk Up Report by the
Flag O ficer Sea Training read "The ship was cl ean and
her conpany in good heart on conpletion of a very satisfactory
wor k up".

In retrospect, 2 things enabled the ship to nake the
most of the Portland interlude - and they were the forna-
tion of the ANTRIM choir fromthe senior gentry who |ived

mainly in the ' House of Lords' of 1QL Mess, and the intro-
duction of the Codeword CONDOR |If you wish to know the

meani ng of this |last word - ask any helicopter aircrew or
any Flight Deck Oficer!



Portland - Disaster Control Headquarters



POCk Smith, Ld Ck Anes and Ck Pope get the Stwd May feeds OS Evans while

goodi es ready! SA Price | ooks on



THE WORK UP -

FINAL INSPECTION DAY

'l asked himif he was an exercise casualty, Sir, and he

said, '"Nos mate, m ddl ewat chman!



OCTOBER - NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 1971

After a short spell in Portsnouth, ANTRI M sail ed
again on 25th COctober. The track this tinme was to the
westward, towards south west Wales, and the missile
range off the Penbrokeshire coast at Aberporth. Here the
ship was to conduct a major trials and proving firing
programe for the Seaslug mssile system Aberporth was
an ideal place for this, as the tracking and general back
up facilities are good. But thoughts of the weather in
the south Irish Sea in | ate autum kept nmany peopl e awake,
and it was anticipated that this would be a tense and
nerve racking period

In the end, all went very well. Two separate periods
were spent on the Aberporth range, from 26th Cctober to
I st Novenber and from 15th Novenber to 26t h Novemrber, and
all objectives were achieved in spite of continuous bad
weat her. C nC Fleet sent the follow ng signal, "Watever
the detail ed anal ysis may show, your firing performance
has been inpressive. Wll done all concerned.” W even
had to | eave a | arge nunber of |ibertynmen ashore in
Fi shguard one Saturday evening when a south easterly gale
arose! (This was the night when the O ficer of the Watch
was astoni shed to discover that the anchor chain had

parted under the strain!). The period between the 2 missile

firing sessions was spent on exercise in the southern

Nor wegi an Sea, off the north coast of Scotland. The |ess
sai d about this exercise the better, as the weather was
appal l'i ng, and everyone was relieved to reach Rosyth at
the end of it. The stopover there was only too brief,
sufficient only to allow the Flag Oficer First Flotilla,
Rear Admral Power, and his staff to disenbark, and for
brief discussions to occur between the participating ships.

And then at the end of Novenber, it was back up to
the north again, this tine to participate in Exercise
H ghwood 1971. This was a maj or exercise, involving
3 DLGs - ANTRIM LONDON and NORFOLK - and many small er

ships testing out the Comrand and control arrangenents
for RAF shore based aircraft operating in defence of the
Fleet; the setting of the exercise being an attenpt to

| and an anphi bi ous force on the coast of southern Norway.
The weat her was ki nder than it had been in these sane
waters only a week or so before but it was still very
cold, and this was probably one of the few occasi ons when
everyone was glad that access to the upper deck was not
permtted! Thi s exercise finished on 9th Decenber, and
all the ships which had been taking part steanmed back in
conpany to Portsnmouth making a brave show, all entered
Portsnouth at the same tine, one after the other, and
Fountai n Lake Jetty looned in sight - it was a wel cone
vista, with the thought of a busy 3 nonth period conpl eted
with success, and Christnmas Leave to cone.



HMSANTRIM firing a
Seaslug missile at Aberporth

November 1971



HVE ANTRI M and her sister
shi ps LONDON and NORFOLK
returning from Exerci se H ghwood

Decenber 1971






1972 - A NEW YEAR - AND A NEW RO E

The begi nning of 1972 saw HM5S ANTRI M enpl oyed in a
new rol e. The last year of trials and work up was over,
and now the ship was to be deployed for the first tineg,
and on this occasion it was to be to the western
Medi t er r anean. So mid January saw t he bows coni ng out
of Portsnouth once nore and poi nt westwards down Channe
but of f Ushant came the new feature - this time the ship
t ur ned sout hwar ds! G braltar | ooning over the town of
Al gerciras and its nei ghbour La Linea was a novel and
intriguing sight for many of the ship's conpany, and
everyone settled down quickly to the routine of a nminten-
ance period in the quickly - famliar setting of the
dockyard.

Early in February, ANTRIM sailed off into the Al boran
Channel, and then into the Ligurian Sea, there to rendezvous
with the 3 frigates of the Dartnouth Training Squadron.

The Commander-in-Chief Fleet, Admral Sir Edward Ashnore
was transferred to ANTRIM by a jackstay transfer from

HVS TENBY, and all 4 ships then visited the small port of
Civitavecchia, 40 niles to the north of Rone. This is, in
fact, the closest port to Rone which is able to receive
war shi ps of a noderate size, and full advantage was taken
of the nearness of the capital of Italy. One group had the
honour of being received by H s Holiness the Pope, and
further parties visited shrines at well known places such
as Assissi. The tinme passed quickly, and ANTRI M r et ur ned
to the exercise areas to the east of Gbraltar, there to
conduct anti-subnarine exercises for the next 2 weeks.

In March, the ship visited Barcelona - the first
visit to that city of a ngjor British warship for nearly
10 years. This call lasted from9th-13th March, and was
very successful and enjoyable. Then, on to Lisbon,
remai ning there from17th-21st March, and finally, for
this deploynent, the ship headed northwards, towards
Portsnouth, arriving there on 23rd March.

The nmonths of April and May are perhaps best forgotten;
ANTRI M was under goi ng a docking period in the hands of the
mai nt ai ners of Portsnmouth. Much of this tinme was spent in
dry dock, with all the consequent difficulties that that
si tuati on causes. During this period, also, there was a
constant change in the personnel on board, with many new
faces, as crew nenbers were relieved; indeed, with the
present systemof 'trickle drafting' this situation is
comonpl ace. Eventual |y, the DED period was conpl et ed,
and now cane the tine for ANTRIM s second depl oynent - to
t he Mediterranean once again, but now, with one of the nost
chal I engi ng of situations possible |ying ahead - ANTRI M was
to be attached to the United States VI Fleet and was to be
fully integrated into one of the 2 carrier task groups.

Early June saw the ship back in Gbraltar, after a
fast passage fromthe United Kingdom A short stay only
this time, and then off into the G braltar exercise areas
so that a weapon training period could be carried out.

After the conpletion of the 'mni work up' ANTRI M went

once again to - Barcelona! This visit was quite unexpected,
and the reason for it becane clear very quickly - certain
US Navy equi pnent had to be fitted, and a liaison needed

to be established with the Operations Staff of the VI Fleet.

The next 6 weeks passed in a blur of activity, and rapid
changes of programe and events were the order of the day.
ANTRI M was working with the 'Big John' - the US Navy air-
craft carrier John F. Kennedy - and her escorting group
This group was rmade up of one cruiser (Colunbus), a DLG
(WlliamH Standl ey) and a nunber of destroyers. The
pressure of activity increased, culnmnating in a nmajor
exercise in the lonian Sea. The whole force then went to
Augusta in Sicily, and there ANTRI M was detached fromthis
large fleet - and 6 weeks of interesting activity were over.

At the end of July, ANTRIM was carrying out mssile
firings on the NATO range at Soudha Bay, in north west
Crete, and, these conpleted, the ship headed towards Toul on
there to spend 2 weeks in the great French Naval Base,
catching up on the nmintenance necessary to keep the vesse
in trim condition, On then, in md August, to Malta, for a
short week-end - long visit, and then on again, further east,



towards the Aegean Sea. Here, once again the Comrander

in Chief, Admiral Sir Edward Ashnore., enbarked, off

lzmir, and he used ANTRIM as his flagship during a formal
visit to |Istanbul. Fromthe sticky heat of the near east,
the visit over, ANTRIM started the | ong voyage westwards
towards G braltar and Portsnmouth - arriving there in nmd
Sept enber .

Looki ng back, the last 2 years have been very busy
and productive for everyone. It has been a teameffort
of the greatest nagnitude, with everyone working for the
same objective - to nake ANTRIM 'tick'.



The Commander -i n- Chi ef, Fleet,
Adnmiral Sir Edward Ashnore,
enbarks in HVS ANTRI M by
jackstay transfer from

HVS TENBY

February 1972



Admiral Sir Edward Ashmore
calsfrom HMS ANTRIM
Civitavecchia, Italy

February 1972
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