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On the day after the Commi ssioning Cerenony, the ship
had a cold nove back to FLJ 1. The Easter | eave period
started, and for those of the ship's conpany who had not
gone on first |leave, the preparations for the safety work
up and further sea trials continued. There were probl ens
with naval stores - particularly on one occasi on when
t he dockyard seenmed unabl e to distinguish between a watch-
meker's minute hammer and a shipwight's naul

Various groups of visitors came and went, ranging from
parties of scientists and technicians helping with the trial
to groups of school children who cane on board when ANTRI M
was 'Duty Visits Ship'.

During this period, the ship's flight was at Portl and,
conducting their own progranme of training, work up, and
mai nt enance

By the end of April, the |eave period was over, and the
whol e of the crew began the preparations necessary for the
hectic sumrer of trials, visits, and the final cul mnation
of the work up at Portland which |ay ahead. Firstly, though
to Portland from 3rd-7th May for the safety work up. The
idea at this tine was to ensure that the ship could carry
out the various enmergency drills and procedures which m ght
prove to be necessary at any tinme at sea - passing and
receiving a tow, going to Energency Stations and |iferaft
drills.

Then, at the end of May, canme a fast passage to d asgow,
for the now traditional return visit to the builders of the
ship; ANTRIMlay at Yorkhill basin, on the north side of the
River Clyde, a little further up river fromthe Govan basin
where she was fitted out. The visit lasted from29th My-

I st June, and, after a dash down the Firth of dyde and
across the St. George's Channel, the all too short tine of
two days, 2nd-3rd June, was spent |ying at anchor off
Portrush in our nanme country, County Antrim Here, |ots
of visitors arrived, particularly on the second day, when
a 'sea day' denobnstration was held - visitors fromthe
Royal Irish Rangers at Ballynena, the Antri m County Counci l

the Portrush Urban District Council, and representatives of
various Royal Navy oriented groups in County Antrim

ANTRI M t hen dashed back to the dyde, to Faslane, and
acted as safety ship during diving trials which were being
carried out by the nuclear subnmari ne COURAGEQUS. June
continued, and the ship nade the | ong haul around the
north coast of Scotland, going through the Pentland Firth,
to Invergordon, in the Mdray Firth, there to conduct radar
and target acquisition trials during the next two weeks.
These havi ng been successfully conpleted - in a remarkably
brief period - ANTRI M spent next a short tine in
Port smout h, before headi ng northwards on the next tria
t owar ds Haakonsvern, near Bergen, in Norway (the ostensible
reason for this trip was to check out the performance of
the SINS Inertial Navigation equipment). Norway was
expensi ve, and the weather poor, so it was with a sense of
relief that the ship's conpany saw t he bows pointing south-
war ds, and ANTRI M pi cki ng her way through the 'Leads' -
that conplex of islands and fast flowing tidal rips of the
south west coast of Norway, naking for Antwerp in Bel gium
Antwerp was a fine visit - the ship lay at a convenient
berth near the heart of the city, the weather was fair and
warm and it was the first major foreign visit of the
comi ssi on. It was interesting to find out that our
predecessor ship had also visited Antwerp, in 1906, and,
curiously, also at the end of her period of trials'.

Then it was back to Portsnmouth again, and Eamilies Day
on 22nd July, and the begi nning of the sumer |eave peri od.



'The stores have never heard of a watchnmaker's hammer, nate,

will this do?



HMSANTRIM' s

Wessex |1 Helicopter
airborne over
Portland Bill

April 1971



'And inside you will find a great big hamrer which you use to

open the thing ' Portland - Safety Work Up - May 1971
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Cant een Assi stant G een,
OS Stevenson, Ld Regul ator

Kilford, AB Crowl ey, AB M:Mahon

in Antwerp, July, 1971



Apprenti ces Robi nson and
Watt, and EMs Mansl ey,
Pout on and Hope by the

Anti gone Statue in Antwerp



Antwerp, July 1971 -
HMS ANTRIM open to

visitors



Families Day

22nd July 1971
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