Ri ght Honour abl e Roy Mason MP, commi ssioned an

artist fromhis constituency to paint a picture of
HVS ANTRIM The Masons have had a particul ar
interest in HVS ANTRIRM as it was Ms Mason who

| aunched the ship in 1969. The phot ograph shows
M Mason with M Ashl ey Jackson presenting the
painting to Captain Burgoyne on the Flight Deck
during our visit to Liverpool at the end of April,
The painting is now nounted at the forward end

of the G ant's Causeway.

The phot ograph above shows M Roy Mason tal king with:
(fromleft to right)

MEM Ji m MARKLEW

MEM " Robbi e" Robertson

AB(M Steve EDE

VWRI TER Sam Hands



On passage from Avonmouth to Portsmouth at the end of My,

we enbar ked sone

nenbers of our affiliated Arny Reginent, the Royal Irish Rangers. Shown here
on the foc'sle with a few of themare POSA Jefferies, LMEM Strickl and, Cook

Bost ock and Cook Gal |l i nore.



Some of the Oficers and Men who enjoyed a visit to the Steel

Wor ks at Lul ea.



The Royal Guard in Stockholmwith
HVS ANTRI M in the background.

ELI GHT

ANTRIM Flight is a self contained unit, consisting
of a Flight Commander, who is a pilot, an observer,
another pilot, an aircrewran (sonar operator) and a team
of 11 highly qualified nmaintenance personnel. Naturally
we al so have a helicoper, a Wessex M |IIl, used to detect
and attack eneny submarines. The Flight is designed to
be flexible, and this facet was denonstrated when we
enbarked in RFA OLMEN over Xmas for duty off Iceland in
the Cod War. W carried out reconnai ssance sorties in
all weathers, frombright sunny days, to freezing, snowy
ni ghts, sonetinmes under hazardous conditions, and al
this instead of Christnmas | eave. You can guess our
feelings when we | earned that we were to spend our
Easter | eave enbarked in OLVEN for a second tine, all
this whilst the ship was in Portsnouth. Still, the
Flight's noral e stayed high, and this was hel ped by a
successful rescue operation reported in nore detail in
a separate article that the flight carried out.

After we left OLVEN, we enbarked in ANTRIM just
in time to see Liverpool, and then take some well deserved
Easter leave, in Md May. As July cones to an end, it
finds us just having finished an air inspection, and a JMC
| ooking forward to Sumrer | eave and re-enbarkation in
ANTRIM for the next trip in the Autumn. Our Flight
Commander will have changed and we say farewell to Keith
Si mmons and wel come Chris G een.


David N Axford
a separate article that the flight carried out.
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in time to see Liverpool, and then take some well deserved

David N Axford
ANTRIM for the next trip in the Autumn. Our Flight


HVS ANTRIM FLIGHT | N | CELAND

HVS ANTRI M hel i copter flight has been
enbarked in RFA OLVEEN usi ng Wessex 417 and returns
to ANTRI M on Wednesday, 28 April, with Wessex 406

RFA OLVEEN was detached from fl eet support
duties in Icelandic waters on Friday, 9 April and
the flight was involved with the evacuation of a
Nor wegi an seanan, who had suffered a brain heanar-
hage fromthe research ship "HARMONI" which was
stuck in an ice pack nearly 400 miles inside the
Arctic Crcle.

The ice was first sighted late on Friday
ni ght as OLVEN steamed north towards the "HARMON "
It was decided that the ship would remain to the
south and clear of the ice field until daybreak
when a US Air Force aircraft from Keflavi k assi sted
with the passage through the ice. By md afternoon
on Saturday, it was obvious that no further progress
could be nmade to the north as the ice was, by then
solid ramice about 15 feet thick

HVES ANTRIM flight was nade ready for take off
while OLVEN steaned in a slowcircle in an area of
open pack ice.

Wessex 417, crewed by Lt Cdr Si mons,
Lt T MacMahon, Lt A Ross and POACMN Butler, took
of f at 1515 on Saturday, 10 April and transl ated
towards "HARMONI ", 46 nmiles to the north. The wi nd
was 40-50 knots fromthe north and visibility varied
between 2 mle and 3 niles. There were also
occasi onal snow showers. A US Air Force Hercules
gui ded the Wessex towards the research ship and the
vessel was sighted at 3 miles, in very close pack ice.

The | anding area on a large flat ice floe, 20 yards
across, had been nmarked out w th wooden planks and was
covered with six inches of snow. The air tenperature was -
18 deg. Centigrade. A 15 feet high ice pinnacle,
obstructing the approach, was nmarked by a Norwegi an seanan:
standing at its base

Having spent fifty minutes in transit, the
hel i copter remained on the ice flow for a further twenty
m nutes while the patient was transferred, although not
putting the full weight down. The nman was M Sverre
Anderson from Tronso i n Norway.

Returning, the Hercules flew down the route towards
OLVEN wi th Wessex 417, which |landed twenty five mnutes
later. Wile the helicopter was away, OLVEN had to alter
course for another vessel, the Norwegi an Seal Hunter
"POLARI C' which had energed fromthe ice to take a close
| ook.

After a reconnai ssance by the Hercul es, O.VEN
cleared the ice field to the south east |ate on Saturday
ni ght and set course for Jan Mayen Island. The helicopter
was again used to transfer the patient to Jan Mayen | sl and
where a Norwegi an twi n engi ned aeropl ane was waiting,
engi nes running, to take the patient back to Norway.
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Lt T MacMahon, Lt A Ross and POACMN Butler, took


' EXPED_76'

The ship's progranmme this year has been such that
little tinme has been avail able for expeditions,
however two notable trips deserve nention

The first was organised by the Swedish Arny and
took place during ANTRIM s visit to Lulea. Twenty
five officers and. ratings travelled by train, boat,
road, and finally on foot to the Kebnekai se nountain
station at the base of Sweden's hi ghest nountain.
About half the party attenpted an assault on the
summit of M Kebnekaise - the other half being taken
on a |l ess arduous nountain wal k. However for many
attenpting the sunmit the going proved too tough and
al t hough a nunmber managed to get within two or three
hundred feet of the 7,000 ft peak only Lt Pelly and
J/'S Prosser together with their Swedi sh guides
actually stood on the top. Al the party, however,
regai ned sufficient strength in time to enjoy the
evening' s 'Apres Ginpee' and bask in the m dnight
sunshi ne back at the nmountain station

The other mpjor trip was a sponsored cycle race -
the i dea being to beat the ship fromRosyth to
Portsmouth. A team of six led by Mechl Wi ssenbaun
and with the ship's |and-rover and two bicycles |eft
Rosyth at m dday on Monday July 26, and riding in
relays (with those not actually cycling travelling
in the Land Rover reached Portsnouth at 6.30 am on
Wednesday July 28 sone four hours ahead of the ship.

The total distance of 480 miles was conpleted in
422 hours which included a conpul sory ei ght hours
rest period. As a result of the teanmis success
about £200 was raised fromthe sponsors for the
Princess Chul a Ward.






ANTRI M SPORT

Since our return fromthe Mediterranean in
Oct ober ANTRIM s nost not abl e success has been the
victory over HVMS FEARLESS in the Maxi-Ship Rugby
Trophy. The 10-3 victory was a case of third tine
l ucky and was especially pleasing to POVEM ' The Cat
SLATER and LMEM SKILLIN who had played in the
previous two finals w thout success. ANTRIM s
stalwarts ably I ed by REA HARRI' S, kept FEARLESS under
ceasel ess pressure for nmost of the match eventual ly
winning with a try and a drop goal by Lt Cdr Tony
FI SHER and a penalty by our won RN full-back POPT
Pl ERCY.

POPT PI ERCY continues to represent the Navy and
al so played for the conbi ned services against the
Australi ans. It is hoped he will also be sel ected
to play against the Japanese in Cctober.

Regrettably our Soccer manager CCEL PACK | eaves
us shortly so we will greatly miss his drive and
ent husi asm whi ch have played a major part in our
Soccer teamgaining 7 victories out of 10 ganmes. W
hope t hat CPO HACKWORTHY, who takes over from CCEL
PACK, will with the assistance of FA coach POPT DAY,
continue to enjoy the sane | evel of success and
per haps sone of our teamw ||l make the RN Squad which

POCEL USHER and AB BARTLETT narrowWy failed to do | ast

season.

REA App REYNOLDS has done extrenely well in the
milti -sports atheletics and in particular at HM
Port snout h Command chanpi onshi ps Bi at hl on (2nd)
(Swi nmi ng/Runni ng), coning 4th in the RN Biathlon
chanpi onships, 3rd in the RN Triathlon Event (Running,
Swi mmi ng, Fencing) and representing the Navy in the
RAF Chanpi onshi ps.

The Basket ball has been hi ghlighted by REM
COLLEY being in the RN Squad and a crashi ng defeat by
a national |eague side in Lulea (Sweden). However ,
they have played well in matches in Portsnouth and have
a good nucl eus of players | ed by LREM HENDERSON f or the
future.

At present Golf seens to be the ganme to play as
mat ches have been arranged at every port of call wth
the after match entertai nment being extrenely good -
the pool of players seens to grow week by week as hope-
fuls try to get in on the act.

Two ot her highlights deserve nentioning - the
Sports days at Portland and Rosyth. Both afternoons
consisted of "It's a Knockout" with the forenoon at
Portland offering 10 activities and at Rosyth the RN
Physi cal Fitness tests. 150 of the ships conpany reached
the required fitness level - the remainder are not
necessarily unfit as only 160 took part. The WE Dept
seemto have the knack of "Its a Knockout" as they have
won on both occasions narrowy beating the Communi cations
Dept by 8 points (out of 650) at Rosyth.



RO ' Taff' VENKORT Lt Chris TARMEY MEM ' Topsy' TURNER LMEM Andy SKI LLI N Captai n BURGOYNE LSTD ' Dar by' ALLEN

AB ' Yorkey' BETTERI DGE POVEM Ken SLATER PO Les MULLARD CEWMN1 Ben BOOKER CEMNL ' Bungy' BAGWELL AB 'G Ily' G LBERT
(front row)
POPT Peter PIERCY REAL ' Bonber' HARRI' S (team Captain with trophy) RO'@G nge' DENT CEAl1 Paul COOVBS

Lt Cdr Tony FI SHER



MARI NE ENG NFFRI NG DEPARTVENT

In early Novenber the Marine Engineering
Department conmenced preparations for dry docking
at Portsnouth. The ship settled gently on to the
bl ocks in No 14 dock on the 11th of Novenber and
there followed a period of intense activity in which
t he dockyard and Fl eet Mai ntenance G oups set about
rectification of the nunberous defects which occured
during ANTRIM s Mediterranean depl oyment. Scaffol ding
was rigged in the drydock in order that the ships
bott om coul d be scraped and re preserved and a team
of Marine Engineer's restored the propellers to their
original pristine brightness.

It was necessary to fit into our time in
Portsnouth two | eave periods, while retaining half
the departnent onboard. Second Xmas | eave coul d be
seen | eaving the ship as the dock was fl ooded up. On
the face of it this mght appear to be a vote of no
confidence in ANTRIMs ability to float off the bl ocks,
but by noon all fears were dispelled when the ship-
wright officer was seen to be smling for the first
time in weeks and the ship floated gently in stil
water and perfectly upright. The following day the
ship was cold noved to Fountain Lake Jetty. A
difficult trials and setting to work period followed
over the Xmas dockyard holidays, culmnating in a
successful basin trial on the 8th January. Prepara-
tions for sea foll owed and havi ng conpl eted a success-
ful Pre-sailex on the 15th January we sail ed on Monday
the 19th for a conprehensive trials period in the
channel . A successful citadel test was carried out at
anchor off the Isle of Wght, but a rather too anbitious
trials programe had been arranged which resulted in
severe contami nation of the starboard boiler.

The port boiler was shut down and saved while at the
sane time the Gas plant was brought to i mredi ate notice
in order that ANTRIM could return to Portsnmouth to
carry out an internal boiler clean

The Steam Team worked well to conplete this in
7 days. This enabled the departnment to rectify a
number of | esser defects and with these and the boiler
clean conpleted we returned to sea in order to conplete
our trials in preparation for Continuous Sea Training
at Portland in February. It was during this period
that ANTRI M was despatched to act as 'plane guard to
HVS ARK ROYAL in the South West approaches.

Qur entire time under Flag Officer Sea Training
proved to be a nobst active period conmencing with a
har bour training week and the inevitable machinery
space major fire exercise. Initial slowreaction by
one of the ships conpany who discovered the fire
resulted in a | ower assessnment by FOST Staff than had
been hoped for, but a few days later a mgjor fire in
the Steam Turbi ne Room was averted by JVMEM WALLACE
whose pronpt action earned for hima Queen's Comenda-
tion for Bravery. This was announced in the London
Gazette on 21 June.

Machi nery breakdown drills, replenishnment at Sea,
boardi ng parties and other |esser drills were al
tackl ed with enthusiasm by the departnent and the
culmnation of all this was that ANTRI M was awarded a
Good assessnent overall for her whole ship participation.
Thi s concept was nuch enhanced by the efforts of FCVEM
THOMAS who was seconded in January to the all inportant
task of Commanders Assistant. CMEM LETTS has as a result
coped nost creditably with the duel role of regulator
and DB CVEM The ' Gs' Team worked | ong hours on L1
di esel generator repairs to which they finally conpl eted
i n Portsnout h.
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water and perfectly upright. The following day the


Initial investigation of both gear boxes by the
Ship's Staff at Portland indicated that all was well

but Fleet Staff initiated a nore thorough exam nation

to be carried out after returning to Portsnouth on
the 14th March and during an assi sted M ntenance
Period. This was a long and delicate operation with
sone dockyard assistance and for his efforts in a
successfully timely conpletion MEA(P) N CHOLS was

awar ded by the Captain the first trophy beer tankard.

This nmerit award nade nonthly at the Captain's

di scretion, and which is now affectionately known as
' The nmug of the nonth'. "K' Gas Turbine alternator
devel oped i nbal ance and necessitated renoval to the
makers but this and all other jobs were conpleted in
time to carry out a basin trial in md April in
preparation for sea on 20th April.

A trouble free week at Portland was fol | oned
by a visit to Liverpool when only linited nainte-
nance was possible due to | ack of shore supplies
but the departnment was, however, able to offer
assistance in terns of personnel and firefighting
equi pment to HVE WARSPITE in which there was a
maj or fire on the Sunday spent in West Canada Dock
Bootle. This del ayed our sailing by one day, but
ANTRI M arrived of f ROTHESAY on tine to participate
in the qualifying courses for prospective submarine
COs. This was to place a heavy burden on the Gas
Tur bi nes which were used daily to give the
requi red speeds. The Gas drive cane into its own
again on conpletion of the week at Rothesay in that
ANTRI M was sent north 'Wth Despatch' to carry out
surveillance of a USSR force which was to the
north of the 64th parallel. The ship steaned well
and after a few days of inpatient waiting we
resuned our progranme which was a ' Meet the Navy
visit to Avonmouth. MEA(P) NI CHOLLS, ME McAULEY

and ME STARR, made a val uable contribution to a presenta-
tion in the wardroomgiven to a nunber of careers nasters.

Li mi ted mai ntenance was possible during two
consecutive weekends in Portsnouth although a heavy burden
was placed on the department by day running in and out of
Portsnmouth during ' Seadays'. These seadays havi ng been
conpl eted a maj or defect devel oped on L2 Diesel Cenerator
in the early hours of the norning preceeding 'Famlies
Day'. The departnent worked hard to present a snmart and
efficient machinery spaces to those who visited the
ship, and it was heartening to see the interest which
was shown in the department especially by young and mature
famlies alike.

During ANTRIMs official visit to Stockholmand a
nore relaxed visit to Lulea in June the 'Gas' Team wor ked
patiently to withdraw both the defective pistons, and the
liner fromL2 diesel generator but they were latterly
def eat ed by danage to the engi ne frane.

During the period Novenber 75 to June 76 the
departnent has achieved a great deal in firstly getting
the machinery operating reliably and then maintaining it efficiently.

This has all been done with consistant
good humour which has been naintai ned under pressure, and
at times under nost arduous conditions.
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"KEENASMUSTARD... BUT ... CAN SOME-ONE PLEASE
TELL MEWHAT" SGOING ON"



THE SHI PWRI GHT SUB DEPARTIVENT

Wien the ship sailed for trials on conpletion

of the docking and essential defect period on 19
January the shipwights staff had achi eved an 85%
turnover in personnel since Cctober 1975. However
inthe first six nmonths, it is hoped that the

chi ppi es have nade a positive inpression on the ship.

Al nost i mredi ate departure to Portland for

Conti nuous QOperation Sea Training proved a hectic
baptism but happily FOST staff kept off their backs
most of the tinme. The only exception was the | ong
terminprovenent of the shipwights workshop.
Shipwright LEITPON made sterling efforts to improve

the securing for sea and action arrangenents, and
the final result was the brightest, |oudest, busiest
and nost cheerful workshop onboard. There is no
truth it the runour that it is to be converted into
adisco in the rear future.

There have been several periods of intense
activity none of which caused a mi ssed heart beat
nore than testing the elastic limts of the

Huntress in Liverpool. In spite of this incident and
a few others, all the staff enjoyed Liverpool ....

Sport figures promnently in the social life of
the staff. They are the ship's deck hockey chanpions
and all are nenbers of the Qutside Machinery Sports
and Social C ub

Finally, if the quality of breakfasts appears to have
deteriorated lately, its probably due to the chefs
oversl eeping in 3N nessdeck. Wth our colleagues the
Doubl e Bottom party we hope we have elimnated those
highly efficient, early nmorning shakes nechani sns

the "Ginnel Gang'.
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Shipwright LEITPON made sterling efforts to improve

David N Axford
Huntress in Liverpool. In spite of this incident and a few others, all the staff enjoyed Liverpool ....


THE KING OF SWEDEN AND HI S W FE BEI NG ROAED PAST
ROYAL BARGE AT STOCKHOLM



"Quess Who". Not Doctor WHO - Checking Respirators








