Fond farewdll
to minehunter

THE 3l-year-old Ton class
minehunter H.M .S. Kirkliston's ac-
tive service ends on M onday when
she leaves her Portsmouth home
for thelast time.

Kirkliston, commanded by Lt-Cmdr.
Stuart Aitken R.N., of Southsea, is
bound for Rosyth Naval Base in Scot-
land to berefitted and then placed in
the Standby Squadron.

Last year Kirkliston and three other
Royal Navy minehunterstook part in
the search for terrorist mines which

had plagued shipping in the Gulf and
the Red Sea.

L aunched at Belfast in February,
1954, she spent six yearswith the
Ulster Division of the Royal Naval Re-
serve under the name Kilmorey before
reverting to her original name.

I'n 1960 Kirkliston was converted
from a conventional minesweeper into
the Navy'sfirst minehunter.

During her career she spent six years
in the Far East and has served several
timeswith the NATO Standing Force
Channel.



